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The new improved 


SPRINTER ACCESSIBLE 


Britain’s most accessible bus? 


The Sprinter Accessible is now even more accessible thanks 
to several improvements introduced by Mellor Coachcraft, 
working closely with Mercedes Benz Minibus, Germany. 


The Sprinter Accessible already offers unparalleled seating 
and wheelchair flexibility, roll-on access, outstanding 
carrying capacity and full after sales support from Evobus 
Service Centres. 


The new model also offers:- 
® The ability to raise & lower the rear suspension 
to cope with speed humps etc. 


® Increased lower floor and upper deck areas. 
® Improved interior lining panels. 


Northern Area Sales Southern Area Sales 


Alison Prince Bob Jones Date Sth October 2005 


Tel: 07860 586851 Tel: 07767 221824 


Time 7.00pm Pre Dinner Drinks Reception 
Place National Motorcycle Museum, 
Birmingham 
Dress Code Dinner Jacket/Evening Dress 
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Mellor Coachcraft, Miall Street, Rochdale OL11 1HY 
Telephone: 01706 860610 Fax: 01706 860402 
or visit our website at www.woodall-nicholson.co.uk 

A member of the Woodall Nicholson Group of Companies. 


Individual Tickets &70 + VAT 
Table of 12 &750 + VAT 
Booking Line 870 241 8745 
Email _ ricky.dent@route-one.net 
By Post Expo Publishing, 
Suite 4, 
Century House, 


DO N 'T B U S a ns Towermead Business Park, 
Fletton, 


Peterborough 


ME AROUND! |j| 4) os 


Visit our website 


. ~a 
Moby Dick : www.route-one-excellenceawards.net 


to download your ticket/table order form 


) i n g le B rus h or contact Ricky Dent on 0870 241 8745 


or email ricky.dent@route-one.net 
for further details. 


Self propelled Brush 
Wash - cleans bus/ 
coach/truck in just 
5 minutes. 


500L on board water & 
tank - cleans 4-6 | velmont 


VOLVO 


GoSkills 


Moving skills forward 


0 


vehicles between refills. ALEXANDER 
MRE RIC@N 
il INNOVATION IN MOBILITY a - | 
www.carwashsystems.co.uk an — 


JGE Car Wash Limited, Kettering. Pete] “> 
Tel: 01536 411919 Limited OPTARE 
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Kath Bonson’s 
first new coach 


KEIGHLEY-BASED J.A.K. Travel 
has bought its first new coach, a 
Panther-bodied Volvo B!2B from 
Plaxton Coach Sales. Delivered at 
the start of May, it has already 
been used on several tours 
including one to the French Alps. 


Spark your imagination 


NEVER let it be said that journalists employed by 
routeONE don’t use either public transport in 
general, or coaches and buses in particular. 

It’s a matter of choice that we take the bus into 
town, or experience coach travel whenever 
convenient. In the process we are able to sample the 
good and the bad, the new and the old, the frequent 
and infrequent, the cutting-edge and the nostalgic. 

Such experiences add a flavour to our reports that 
would otherwise be missing. It is, after all, on-the- 
road delivery that really matters, and everyone 
recognises that reliability is always one of the key 
factors that passengers are expecting. Breakdowns 
are, therefore, most unwelcome. Although, it has to 
be said, it is a testimony to the industry’s thorough 
maintenance regimes that they are remarkably 
infrequent given the total mileage covered every day 
by the nation’s PSV fleet. Nevertheless, waiting 
passengers can be left with a feeling of isolation and 
desperation when their coach or bus doesn’t turn up 
following a failure somewhere in the system. It’s 
particularly bad when there’s no explanation, but 
being journalists we always go in search of an answer. 

In recent weeks we have been let down in two 
unrelated incidents. To our surprise there was a 
common factor - the failure of on-board electronics. 

The role of computers is covered in this week's 
special routeONE feature (see pages 27-32) where we 
explore the latest developments that are making such 
an important contribution to the smooth and efficient 
administration of coach and bus operations. 

However, computerised systems have also taken 
hold on the vehicles themselves, controlling 
numerous functions from gearbox to destination gear, 
while safety is also enhanced through the adoption of 
features designed to improve the driver's ability to 
control the vehicle. Is it significant that it’s the 
electronics that accounted for our two failures? 


Or, is it just an unrepresentative sample? 

Such questions spark-off a debate about the 
relative virtues of new versus old, multiplex versus 
hard wiring, Euro 4 versus Euro 2, and automatic 
versus manual. Time then to find some of the 
answers by launching the routeQNE Maintenance 
Diary. 

Our plan is to track the maintenance experience of 
a dozen vehicles over the next 12 months. Therefore, 
we are looking for volunteers who are prepared to 
submit a monthly report on an easy-to-complete 
form supplied by routeONE. We want a good 
selection of vehicles — six coaches and six buses, 
including a mix of mini, midi, and full-size that 
represents a cross-section of the current PSV parc. 

The Maintenance Diary will cover those aspects 
that directly affect the reliability and cost of running 
each particular type of vehicle — fuel, repairs, 
insurance, etc. The 
vehicle and the 
operator will be 
profiled in 
routeONE and this 
will be followed by 
a month-by-month 
diary of events. 

The aim is to 
enable operators to 
make comparisons 
based on real-life 
experience. 

Are you up for 
it? 


Mike Morgan 
Editor 
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Buses centr 


Granting planning permission on the basis of incorporating public transport is not new, | 


but Fastrack in Kent takes the concept much further, as Andy Izatt reports 


HE NEW Fastrack 

bus-based transit 

system is a_ key 
element of the massive 
Kent Thameside project 
that is designed to 
regenerate the area 
between Dartford and 
Gravesend. 

Kent Thameside Delivery 
Board Fastrack = Project 
Manager David George told 
route that Fastrack should 
be seen primarily as a 
regeneration tool with the aim 
of facilitating new 
developments and influencing 
travel behaviour from the 
outset. Removing the need for 
cars to be used for local trips is 
critical to the successful growth 
of Kent Thameside. 

In 1995 Dartford Borough 
Council, Kent County Council 
and Gravesham Borough 
Council formed the Kent 
Thameside Association to 
present a vision of how land 
between Dartford and 
Gravesend could be 
regenerated. The area was 
dominated by disused chalk pits 
left by cement company Blue 
Circle, which still owned the 
land. Regional planning 
guidance under RPG9A came 


Dartford Park Dartford Park 
Gateway East 
Dartford Park 
Centre 
Joyce Green @ 
Lane 
Temple Hit! © 


DARTFORD 
STATION 


FASTRACK AT 2025 (based on current assumptions of KTS development timing) 
FASTRACK ROUTE A 
FASTRACK ROUTE B 


from the Government as part 
of the wider Thames Gateway 
regeneration initiative 
extending both sides of the 
River Thames. Kent Thameside 
aimed to create 30,000 new 
homes and 50,000 jobs, and 
central to the proposal was a 
new tramline called Fastrack. 

In the late 1990s £0.5 million 
was spent on a detailed study 
looking at planning and land use 
for the area and how the 
original Kent Thameside vision 
could be realised. From the 
start Fastrack was seen as a 
critical component connecting 
the proposed developments 
with Dartford and Gravesend 
as well as railway stations 
including a new facility at 
Ebbsfleet on the Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link. Journey times 
to central London will be cut to 
just 15 minutes when this 
opens in 2007. “It will enable 
fast commuting into London, 
but also inward commuting 
into Kent Thameside,” 
explained David George. 

The study concluded that a 
tram would not be appropriate 
because of high cost, unsuitable 
topography and long 
development period that 
would be required. However, 


GREENHITHE 


a high quality bus-based transit 
system was seen as being able 
to deliver the essential 
elements of a tram system. 
“Fastrack has to deal with day 
to day trips in the area,” 
explained Mr George. “We are 
looking to minimise at source 
the need to travel outsource 
and, through segregation and 
priority measures, provide a 
credible alternative to the car 
for local trips.” 

Although the major site 
developers in Kent Thameside 
will pay for most of Fastrack, 
there was recognition that the 
initial core east-west route B 
would need ‘kick start’ public 
funding. Kent County Council 
committed £15 million through 
its Local Transport Plan and 
work started in September 
2004. Completion is due in 
February/March 2006, 
although work may well be 
complete by the end of this 
year with buses running by 
Christmas. 

Fastrack route B will run 
from Dartford railway station 
via Darent Valley Hospital, 
Bluewater, Geenhithe station, 
Swanscombe, Stonebridge 


Road, Ebbsfleet station and 
Springhead South to Gravesend 


STATION 
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O Interchange 


Dartford Park ~Fastrack station 
(illustrative only) 
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“Arriva is set to run first two Fastrack routes 


with the £15 million scheme 
focussed between Dartford 
and Bluewater. Over this length 
50% will comprise purpose- 
built busways with a further 
25% utilising dedicated road 
space. Buses will have priority 
at traffic lights and real time 
information will be supplied at 
Fastrack stops through Kent 
County Council’s established 
BusNet GPS location system. 

As the huge Eastern Quarry 
site east of Bluewater is 
developed over the next 10 
years with 7,500 new homes, 
route B will be re-routed with 


Bus route 480 


new priorities through the 
development between the 
shopping complex and 
Ebbsfleet station. 

Kent County Council has 
ordered 14 Wrightbus Eclipse 
Urban Volvo B7RLEs for the 
service and the £2.2 million 
cost is being met through a 
Sustainable Communities Fund 
grant from the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister, which 
is backing the Thames Gateway 
project. The buses will be 
finished in a striking Fastrack 


livery. 
David George told 
Northfleet 
Embankment & 
() 
GRAVESEND 
GARRICK ST. 


= 
Milton 
Lion Roundabout 


Valley Drive 


North Kent Line railway 


e stage 


route that an ideal vehicle 
would have been a |2-mete 
version of the recently- 
launched Wrightbus StreetCar. 
“But it’s only available as an 
artic and our high frequency 
services simply do not require 
vehicles with that capacity at 
this stage of the project,” he 
explained. 

While route B is forward 
thinking, the proposed route A 
is based on a more radical 
proposition. Development of 
Dartford Park north of 
Dartford was constrained by 
the number of car movements 
through the already busy 
Junction |A on the M25 orbital 


motorway. 
However, developer 

ProLogis and Dartford 

Borough Council have 


managed to obtain provisional 
planning permission for a larger 
scheme than would otherwise 
have been possible by 
committing to providing a 
sustainable, viable public 
transport alternative as part of 
the Fastrack network. Dartford 
Park is now expected to deliver 
500 new homes, 7,500 new 
jobs and some 111,000 sq 
metres of business space in a 
new Science Park. 

Fastrack route A will run 
from Dartford Station to 
Greenhithe station and 
Bluewater through the 
development and Dartford 
Park residents will have free 
travel on this service. Again 
dedicated road space and 
priorities will be built and the 
route, using a high quality fleet 
of buses paid for by the 
developer, is expected to 


routeONE 
Comment 


Public transport provision is not 
just a component of the 
regeneration of the Kent 
Thameside area. 


“Well have you found a road 


that isn’t a bus lane yet?!” 


become operational in around 
18 months time. 

Arriva is the dominant 
operator in the area and Kent 
County Council is the local 
transport authority. They have 
been working together under 
current de minimis rules to see 
how Fastrack can best be 
delivered and integrated into 
the established local bus 
network. 

Arriva is to run both initial 
Fastrack routes. Southern 
Counties Commercial Director 
Kevin Hawkins told route 
that the operator had been 
involved for some _ years. 
Although A & B are separate 
contracts, the objective is to 
make the vehicles as similar as 
possible. 

Buses for B have been 
sourced through commercial 
procurement tendering and 
reflect much of the thinking 
that was exhibited in the Arriva 
‘Bus of the Future’ Wrightbus 
B7L three years ago, including 
two by one seating in the front 
section of the vehicle. They will 
also have information displays 
and on-board satellite 
navigation. Route A will run 


Planning permission for 
Dartford Park was conditional 
on the project being able to 
provide an affective alternative 
to car use. 

Time will tell as to whether 
Fastrack achieves its aims in 
Kent, but interested parties 
across the country will be 


_—.. 


under contract to the 
developer and Arriva is 
procuring the same type of bus 
that has been bought by Kent 
County Council for route B. 
PVR on route A will be 10. 

“Fastrack B will start late this 
year or early next year,” 
explained Mr Hawkins. “Whilst 
the Dartford Park Fastrack A is 
all tied into when the first 
houses are completed, 
currently predicted for late 
next year.” 

Four routes are ultimately 
planned for Fastrack. 
Implementation of later routes 
is at least seven years away, but 
Kent County Council is then 
hoping to offer the complete 
network as one concession. 
Quality contracts could then be 
a feature of a system that is 
expected to carry around two 
thirds of the number of 
passengers currently 
transported by the Docklands 
Light Railway. 

“It has to be a very efficient 
and attractive service,” said 
Mr George. “The Kent 
Thameside development will 
fall down if we don't get it 
right.” 


monitoring __ its 
carefully. 

It’s a critically important 
project for the coach and bus 
industry, and if it delivers, could 
fundamentally change the 
perception of public transport 
and the role of the bus in 
particular. 


progress 


top stories 
New coach is landmark 
for JAK 


KEIGHLEY-BASED JAK Travel has bought its first new 
coach, a Panther-bodied Volvo B12B from Plaxton 
Coach Sales. Delivered at the start of May, it has 
already been used on several tours including one to the 
French Alps 


Brecon: the new name 
in conversions 


A NEW minibus converter is opening for business in 
Brecon, Wales. Although the firm formally launches in 
September, it’s holding an open day on 29 June. Anyone 
interested in attending should contact John Wiggins on 
07713 64444 for an invitation.. 


MK Metro sca tabi to 
Scania 


MK METRO, 

the 97-vehicle 

Milton Keynes 

operator 

owned and 

managed by 

Julian Peddle, 

is making a 

major 

investment in 

six new 

Wrightbus Solar Scania L94UBs and has an option to 
buy four more, representing replacement of just over 
10% of the fleet with full-si 

vehicles 


Abbey and Smiths close 
after expansion problems 


ABBEY Coaches and Smiths Travel (High Wycombe) Ltd 
has ceased trading. The combined fleet operated 27 


vehicles on school contracts, local services and private 
PAGE 10 


Three-way bus war on 
the Black Isle 


A THREE-WAY bus war has broken out on the Black 
Isle, north of Inverness, between Stagecoach subsidiary 
Schoolbus Ltd - which is running five minutes ahead of 
new operator Scotbus - and Rapsons... PAGE 12 


Warwickshire votes for 
belted school buses 


WARWICKSHIRE County Council has voted for the 
phased introduction of seatbelts on school buses, but it 
PAGE 14 
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Andy Izatt 
EIGHLEY-BASED 
JAK Travel has 


bought its first new 
coach, a Panther-bodied 
Volvo BI2B from Plaxton 
Coach Sales. It has already 
been used on several tours 
including one to the French 
Alps. 

Alan and Kath Bonson 
founded JAK Travel in 1987. 
The firm runs four Plaxton- 
bodied Volvos, the oldest 
being only N-registered. Two, 
including the new arrival, are 
configured as 49 seat 
executives while the others 
are 53 seaters. As well as 
private hire, the firm covers 
more than 60 tours a year 
either privately organised or 
from its own programme. It 
also operates around 70 day 
trips and specialises in 
exploring niche markets that 
appeal to a younger clientele 
than might not normally be 
associated with coach travel. 
Examples are a_ four-day 
itinerary that encompassed 
visiting six ornamental gardens 
and island-hopping in Scotland 
involving ten ferry crossings. 

“We had to find niches that 
were slightly different,” Kath 
Bonson told route . “We 
need to have a spread of 
product. Not all our eggs in 
one basket.” Apart from a 
Yellow Pages advertisement, 
JAK generates business from 
word of mouth 


recommendation and its own 
database. 

The Bonsons bought their 
first Panther-bodied Volvo last 
year. The decision to buy new 
was the “logical next step for 
us” after steadily building the 
business up over |8 years, 
explained Kath. Passenger 
reaction has been positive to 
the new coach and drivers like 
the |-Shift gearbox. It features 
49 blue moquette trimmed 
Esteban reclining seats with 
three-point belts, continental 
door and centre demountable 
toilet. There is also air 


conditioning, tinted double 


glazing, curtains, individual 
reading lights and 
radio/DVD/CD PA system. A 
video player has been added 
by Autosound while high 
visibility red grab rails are used 
in the entrance area. 

“| was impressed when | 
visited Scarborough before 
placing the order,” said Alan 
Bonson. “The new company is 
going in the right direction, 
putting more thought into the 
build and listening more to 
what its customers want. We 
wanted to consider the 
environment too and had a 
Webasto heater _ installed, 


Volvo Panther: the decision to buy new was the “logical next step for us” 


aq First new coach for JAK 


providing a warm interior to 
welcome passengers when 
parked without the engine 
running. Externally, the split 
screen we chose reduces the 
potential cost of replacement 
and looks well with the gull- 
wing mirrors.” 

However Kath Bonson has 
strong views on current 
moquettes. 

JAK opted for a plain dark 
blue because she feels that the 
choice available doesn't reflect 
modern design __ trends. 
“Would you have these in 
your own home or car?” she 
asked. 


YNOS VTE, 


OFT agrees on Black Sutton Trust school 


Prince take over 


FOLLOWING the Office of 
Fair Trading’s (OFT) 
decision to allow First to 
take over Leeds-based 
Black Prince, its services 
will be incorporated into 
First’s network from 31 
July. 

Explaining its decsion, 
which has taken almost six 
months to reach (route ; 
News, 2 June), the OFT said 
that no other operator 
expressed a serious interest in 
acquiring the business, which 


unt © would have otherwise closed. 
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vehicles, (16 Scania double 
deckers and a Scania single 
decker), along with the 
routes, 75 staff and goodwill, 
but not the depot, which is 
being developed into housing. 

The vehicles will have First 
stickers applied, but will be 
repainted gradually. This 
policy is in contrast to 
Stagecoach, which when it 
took over the Dennis 
operation in Manchester 
(routeONE, News, 7 April), 
ensured that only Stagecoach 
liveried vehicles were used 
from the first day. 


bus plan wins backing 


COUNCILS and PTEs have 
broadly supported a report 
by educational charity the 
Sutton Trust to extend 
yellow school bus schemes 
to all primary school 
children. 

The comprehensive 40- 
page report says that the cost, 
for pupils who live more than 
a mile from a school, would be 
an extra £184 million annually, 
but prevent 40 deaths and 900 
serious injuries a year. 

The cost of home-to- 
school transport in England 
was £662m in 2002-2003, 


although this includes special 
needs transport for 70,000 
children. 

Metro Chairman 
Stanley King told route(NE: 
“Metro’s scheme, the only 
countywide scheme in the 
UK, is proving the points 
raised in the report on a daily 
basis. We wholeheartedly 
support their bid to allow 
other regions in the UK to 
enjoy the same benefits as 
those we now have in West 
Yorkshire.” 

The full report can be found 
at Www.suttontrust.com 


Cllr 


A NEW minibus converter 
is opening for business in 
Brecon, Wales. Although 
the firm formally launches 
in September, it’s holding 
an open day on 29 June. 
Anyone interested in 
attending should contact John 


Wiggins on 07713 64444 for 
an invitation. 

Brecon Coachworks Ltd 
which draws on the 25 years 
expertise of a respected south 
of England converter, is based 
at Enterprise House, 
Enterprise Park, Brecon (Tel: 


01874 620013, Fax: 01874 
620079). Peter Andow is 
Managing Director, Tony 
Baugh Sales Engineer and the 
company already has 10 
employees. 

The firm plans to offer “a 
complete service for the 


Ladyman launches new buses in Thanet ¢ 


IN HIS FIRST official bus- 
related function as Minister 
of State For Transport and 
local MP, Dr Stephen 
Ladyman, launched nine 
new Optare Solos at the 
Westwood Cross Shopping 
Centre, Thanet, on 
Monday (20 June). 
Stagecoach’s new ‘Thanet 
Stars’ service builds on the 
success of the Thanet 
Loop service, launched last 
October. It has invested 
£750,000 in the Solos that 
replace existing vehicles on 
services in Margate and 
Ramsgate, providing new links 
to Westwood Cross. 
Stagecoach’s East Kent 
Managing Director Paul 
Southgate told routeONE: 
“The proof of the success of 
the Thanet Loop is the 
increasing ridership. We've 
worked with our partners in 


| At the launch are (I-r): Thanet District Council 

| Chairman Jeff Kirkpatrick, Chairman’s Lady Mandy 
Winters, Stephen Ladyman, Paul Southgate, Kent 
County Councillor Alan Poole and Chairman of 
Strategic Planning KCC Paulina Stockell 


the Thanet Quality Bus 
Partnership to improve buses 
and this new investment is the 
next stage of putting an 


First makes more 


FOLLOWING last week’s 
announcement that Nicola 
Shaw has been appointed 
Managing Director UK Bus, 
(routeONE, News, 16 June) 
Operations Director UK Bus 
David Kaye has_ been 
appointed Deputy Managing 
Director. 

However, he retains his 


previous position along with line 
management responsibilities for 
the operating companies. 

In a_ further change, 
increased support for certain 
operating companies has seen 
two UK Bus Board Directors 
given additional duties. 

Commercial Director Leon 
Daniels is focussing on First’s 


excellent public transport 
network in place and shows 
the confi sedi that we have in 
the area.” 


changes 


bus operations in Bristol, 
Wales, Devon & Cornwall, 
Somerset & Avon, First 
Student UK and Dublin-based 
Aircoach. UK Bus Engineering 


Director David Liston is 
focussing on the smaller 
companies in Aberdeen, 


Eastern Counties, Essex, the 
Midlands and East Scotland. 


planning, design and 
personalisation of vehicles.” 
Vehicles from all the major 
manufacturers including BMC, 
Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Iveco, 
Mercedes-Benz, Peugeot, 
Vauxhall and Volkswagen can 
be panera into wheelchair 


accessible vehicles including 
ambulances and PTS vehicles, 
taxis, private hire minibuses or 
coaches. 

Work is already underway 
with the Welsh Development 
Agency to develop a yellow 
16-seat school minibus. It will 
have MI tested specifications 
including a strengthened floor, 
seatbelts and mountings. 
Testing is being undertaken at 
Manchester University’s 
STATUS (Specialist Transport 
Advice & Testing Society) 
department. 

Brecon Coachworks will be 
a distributor in Wales of 
Autoholdings’ BMC, Autosan 
and King Long products. On 
display on the 29 June from 
1000hrs to | 600hrs will be the 
King Long KL6127, Autosan 
Eagle, BMC School Bus, BMC 
Probus and BMC Megastar. 
Visitors will also have the 
opportunity to see the new 
factory. 


Children go free in London 


IN KEEPING with his re- 
election promise, London 
Mayor Ken Livingstone has 
announced free bus and 
tram travel for under-16 
year olds (and under-18s in 
full-time education) living in 
London from | September. 

The measure will cost an 
extra £70 million a year, of 
which £50m represents the 
revenue, and £20m_ for 


providing extra bus services. 

Currently, under-| 1s travel 
free on London's buses and 
trams. However, those over 
14 years old will need an 
Oyster photocard to travel for 
free. 

Although child fares will be 
abolished, visitors to the capital 
will still have to pay for child 
travel, incorporated in 
Travelcards. 


Short notice registration | 


variations warning given 


THE NORTH Western 
Traffic Commissioner 
Beverley Bell has made it 
plain that in future 
requests for short notice 
variations to local bus 
service registrations will 
not be _ automatically 
granted. 

Her comments came when 
she granted an application for 
a fresh licence by Wigan Buses 
Ltd, a company formed by 
William Trezise following the 
revocation of the licence he 
held in the name of Springfield 
Coaches. 


The company, of 24 
Douglas Bank Drive, 
Springfield, Wigan, was 


seeking a new licence for four 
vehicles, having initially applied 
for 15 vehicles. 


After Lancashire County 
Council Area Bus Services 
Manager David Chapman, said 
that the registration of a 
schools service operated 
under contract by Springfield 
Coaches had been cancelled 
without the requisite notice 
and that in such circumstances 
a short notice application 
would be made, the 
Commissioner said that in 
future she was going to look at 
all short notice applications 
herself as she felt that the 
provisions were being abused 
by PTEs and local authorities 
and such applications would 
not just be granted as a matter 
of course. 

A full report of the hearing 
will be in a ' forthcoming issue 
of route® 
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Andy Izatt 


\ “6 K METRO, the 97- 
Puy vehicle Milton 
" "© Keynes operator 
owned and managed by 
Julian Peddle, is making a 
major investment in six 
new Wrightbus Solar 
Scania L94UBs and has an 
option to buy four more, 
representing replacement 
of just over 10% of the fleet 
with full size vehicles. 

Mr Peddle told routeON 
that he felt that the Scania 
package, including whole life 
costing, had closed the price 
gap between heavyweight | 2- 
metre saloons and midibus 
alternatives. 

Passenger numbers on MK 
Metro’s network are | 1% up 
on this time last year. The firm 


already operates an S- 
registered § Wright-bodied 
L94UB a former 


demonstrator, but has 
traditionally used Mercedes- 
Benz minibuses on its high 
frequency routes. In recent 
years a fleet of 25 Optare 
Solos has been acquired, 
although more than 30 step- 
entrance and low-floor Dennis 
Darts are also operated. 

The first two Solars, which 
seat 43, are due in October 
with further pairs expected in 
March and October next year. 
If the option is taken up for a 
further four, MK Metro will be 
able to convert its main 
service 5 between 
Wolverton/Stony Stratford- 
Milton Keynes city centre- 
Bletchley Lakes Estate. The 


SCANA 


M.K.METRO § 


route has a PVR of 12 and 
three SBI20s, including two 
bought new last year, would 
make up the allocation. 
Currently Dart SLFs are being 
used. Route branding has been 
introduced as well as on trunk 
services 4 and 8. 

Despite the realisation of 
investments in Choice Travel 
and part of Tellings-Golden 
Miller, Mr  Peddle told 


a ee 
Rime nt 


MK Metro already has experience of the Scania L94 


ne 


route he is still committed 
to exploring on-going and new 
business opportunities within 
the industry. 

He firmly believes that 
Scania is taking the right path 
by pursuing EGR at Euro 4. 
What concerns Mr Peddle is 
the availability of urea to small 
operators who may not have 
comprehensive onsite 
facilities, particularly in more 


IMK Metro turns to Scania 


remote locations where the 
additive may not be available 
at commercial filling stations. 

He also has concerns about 
drivers accidentally filling the 
wrong tank. 

“It could be a two-year 
wonder,” observed Mr Peddle 
who speculates if other engine 
manufacturers are secretly 
pursuing the same engine 
technology as Scania. 


Another operator goes into coach dealing 


THE TREND for operators 
to turn their hand to dealing 
in coach sales continues, 
with the purchase of Bob 
Vale Coach Sales (including 
the premises) for an 
undisclosed _ seven-figure 
sum by the Tedd family, 
which runs Andover-based 
Amport & District Coaches. 
The business had been for 
sale for some time. 

It follows the retirement of 
Bob Vale, 69, but otherwise it’s 
business as usual at the existing 
High Wycombe site, with all the 
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staff retained. However, from 
August, the operation will have 
a new sales centre at Amport’s 
14-acre Thruxton _ site, 
following the closure of 
Plaxton’s southern coach sales 
operation at the site by the end 
of July. 

Phil Tedd told route that 
the enlarged business expects 
to increase the number of 
vehicles for sale by around 
40%. In addition to the 50 
normally held at High 
Wycombe, there will be 20-25 
at Thruxton, although sales will 


be negotiated by the existing 
Bob Vale sales team comprising 
General Manager Mick 
O'Connor, supported by Sales 
Executive Maurice Bateman. 
Vehicles will be prepared and 
demonstrated by existing 
Amport’s staff. 

Phil Tedd also expects to 
increase vehicle sales, currently 
180-190 a year, to around 260 
per year. “We're in a good 
location here near to the 
A303” he said, “and there isn’t 
anyone else in the area. 
Operators coming from the 


south west have traditionally 
called at Thruxton, before 
going to High Wycombe.” 

Planning restrictions prevent 
Saturday opening at High 
Wycombe, but Saturday 
trading will take place at 
Thruxton. “Our overheads are 
low,” added Phil Tedd “and 
we're not taking on any more 
staff, but it’s up to all of us to 
make it work.” 

Bob Vale, who started the 
dealership in 1990, plans to 
spend much of his retirement 
in Cyprus. 
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fe - 
PARTS Blower motors, Condenser fans, Magnetic clutches, AC/Pollen filters, Filter dryers 
Klimacentres, BOCK/Sanden compressors ...plus much more 


SPAL BoGh @BOSsCcH rate 
Why pay J) VoUr va 


dealer prices? 


Sutrak 
Webasto 
Hispacold 
Konvecta 


We can supply parts for 
A/C systems as fitted to 
most coaches 


Ring for application details 


Magnetic Clutches AG/Pollen Filters Micrp V B Pressure Switch 


/ fa = 


Speed Controllers Magnetic Clutches Klimacentres Dampers 


Blowers 


Compressors Filter Dryers ‘ Seal Kit ’ Blower Motors 
FREE DELIVERY* on orders over £100 (“UK mainland only) 
NEOPLAN e SETRA © MERCEDES e MAN e BOVA @ BEULAS e@ SCANIA @ VOLVO e DAF 


HEAVY DUTY PARTS = 
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Tel: 01427 881109 
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Abbey and Smiths close 
after expansion problems 


Andy Izatt 


BBEY Coaches and 
Smiths Travel (High 
Wycombe) Ltd 
have ceased _ trading 
following problems arising 
out of recent expansion. 


The combined fleet 
operated 27 vehicles on 
school contracts, local 


services and private hire. 

Martyn Pearce who traded 
as Abbey Coaches with an O- 
licence for nine vehicles told 
route he bought Smiths 
in September 2003. This was 
followed by the vehicles and 
contracts of Prestwood 
Travel a year later. 

“This put a lot of strain on 
the business,” Mr Pearce told 


route about the 
Prestwood purchase. 
“Maintenance started to 


become an issue. Levels of 
quality dropped and | felt that 
we were not fulfilling our end 
of the bargain.” Problems 
were compounded when 


notice was given for Abbey | 


and Smiths to leave its 
Cressex premises at the end 
of July. “It all became too 
much,” said Mr Pearce. “We 
handed back Smiths licence 
on 3 June. My O-Licence 
expires at the end of this 
month.” 

The combined business, 
which operated from Cryers 
Hill and Cressex, ran more 


than 10 Buckinghamshire 
County Council school 
contracts, a registered 


service, individual contracts 
to schools in Maidenhead and 
Great Missenden as well as 
private hire. Ten full time 
drivers, a number of part 
timers, four mechanics and 


<e 


two operations managers 
have been made redundant. 
Plaxton-bodied Volvo 
BIOMs formed the backbone 
of the fleet, although the 
Prestwood vehicles were 
more varied. These were 
largely replaced by Metrobus 
double deckers and National 


= seater pag 


Prestwood put too much strain on the business 


Greenways. “The majority of 
the vehicles were financed,” 
said Mr Pearce. “Those that 
were not were used as 
equity.” 

He hopes to continue 
Abbey Coaches with a 
Leyland Tiger and has applied 
for a one vehicle O-licence. 


School bus driver jailed for sexual assault 


A SCHOOL bus driver, 
who sexually assaulted a 
12 year old girl, a pupil on 
his bus, has been jailed for 
a year. 

Judge Peter Lakin at 
Manchester Crown Court 
also ordered Alan Johnson, of 
Newton Heath, to sign the 
sex offenders register for 
seven years and banned him 
from working with children 
for life. He also ordered an 


Bluebird 


SCARBOROUGH-based 
Trailer Tech Services and 
Bluebird Accessible Vehicles 
have merged under the title 
Bluebird Vehicles. 

Trailer Tech Services was 
established to service fleets of 
mobile scanning units. 

Bluebird Vehicles Managing 
Director Rob Miller once 
headed the UK arm of Calumet 
Coach Inc, a leading supplier of 
these mobiles. Operations 
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inquiry by education 
authorities into how Johnson 
got a job involving the care of 
young children, in view of 
two previous convictions for 
indecent exposure. 

The court heard that 
Johnson, who pleaded guilty 
to sexually assaulting a child 
under the age of 13, worked 
for Gorton-based Belle Vue 
Manchester Ltd for |2 years. 
The company said it would 


not have employed Johnson 
had it known his background, 
but admitted they only 
carried out Criminal Records 
Bureau checks on new 
employees. Some checks 
were carried out on Johnson 
when he applied for a PSV 
driving licence, but the 
convictions were not picked 
up. 
The school that the child 
attended had acted to 


improve poor behaviour on 
the school bus by getting a 
permanent driver, who 
would build up a relationship 
with the pupils so he could 
identify and report unruly 
children. 

On behalf of the school, 
Greater Manchester PTE 
gave the contract to Belle 
Vue. The company gave the 
job to Johnson, a father of 
three and experienced driver. 


and Trailer Tech combine 


Director, Gary Robinson’s 
background is in accessible 
vehicles, special build and 
conversions. 

With a fully-equipped 50,000 
sq ft plant, Bluebird Vehicles 
says it plans to become the 
“builder of choice” for a wide 
range of customers. It now 
offers two accessible buses, the 
Migro and Tucana, and is 
currently finishing Daily Start 
minibuses for Irisbus. 


Business has 50,000 sq ft Scarborough factory 


OPTARE 


Streamlined, efficient, responsive 
with outstanding vision 


(We're talking about the company) 


Optare's award winning designs highlight a_ visionary 
approach. With a comprehensive range of pioneering low- 
floor vehicles that fulfils the requirements of the most 
discerning operator, our contemporary styling, advanced 
engineering and progressive thinking have elevated operator 
and passenger expectations to new levels. The Alero, Solo 
and Tempo cover all of the single deck market sectors. 
And as Optare continues to set the standard in passenger 
satisfaction and operator profitability our streamlined, efficient 
and responsive philosophy is reflected not only in our 
vehicles, but also in the way we put your business and your 


passengers at the forefront of everything we do. 


Optare Group, Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU Telephone 0113 264 5182 e-mail info@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
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Bus war on the Black Isle 


Andy Izatt 


™\ THREE-WAY bus 
“) war has broken out 
Xon the Black Isle, 
north of Inverness, 
between Stagecoach 
subsidiary Schoolbus Ltd - 
which is running five 
minutes ahead of new 
operator Scotbus - and 
Rapsons. 

Scotbus was established by 
former Rapsons Engineering 
Director Russell Henderson 
and Operations Director Neil 
MacDonald after they were 
made redundant at the end of 
November 2004. Both men 
had also previously worked for 


Stagecoach. 
Mr MacDonald told 
routeONi the __ original 


intention was to concentrate 


on private hire, but the firm 
secured three Highland 
Council school contracts to 
the Black Isle after Rapsons 
withdrew from the work. 
Scotbus started the contracts 
from 12 April and took over a 
tendered service between 
North Kessock and Inverness 
on 9 May. From |6 May 
Scotbus started a commercial 
route between Rosemarkie 
and Inverness between 
Rapsons established service. 
Scotbus (which has an O- 
licence for eight) operates five 
former Preston 86-seat 
Atlanteans, a 1991 Volvo 
Plaxton 5|-seat coach and two 
Mercedes-Benz minibuses. 
From 6 June Ayr-based 
Schoolbus has been running a 
pair of ‘Magic Mini’ branded 
Mercedes minis five minutes 
ahead of Scotbus on the 


Rosemarkie route and some 
journeys to North Kessock. 
“Since Stagecoach started 
operating in front of us it has 
decimated our service,” said 
Mr MacDonald. “We are not 
even covering our fuel costs 
now. We are a small company 
of two guys with eight 
vehicles. We are losing 
hundreds of pounds a week, 
whereas before we were 
covering our costs. Stagecoach 
has a turnover of £1.4 billion. 
We cannot afford to lose £100 
a day, whereas they can afford 
to lose thousands.” 
Stagecoach North East 
Marketing Manager, Lisa 
Henry told route : “We 
saw a niche in the market. It’s 
irrelevant that another 
operator is already running on 
that route. We don’t feel that 
it's a matter of acacia 


It’s about getting people out of 
cars. Our Magic Minis offer 


lower fares and first 
indications are very 
promising.” 


Highland Council Transport 
Development Officer David 
Summers told routeONE: 
“Rapsons have run the service 
commercially for many years. 
The first morning journey and 
evening services are tendered. 
They also had a network of 
schools contracts that Scotbus 
successfully tendered for. 
Scotbus registered journeys 
from Cromarty to Inverness 
not directly in competition 
with Rapsons and with a 
couple of useful extensions in 
the city centre. Stagecoach has 
registered a directly 
competitive service. These are 
commercial services. It’s 
competition.” 


Rapsons reorganises for ‘possible sale’ 


SCOTTISH coach and bus 
operator Rapsons is 
reorganising its business 
into separate companies in 
a move that it says “could 
make it more marketable if 
it was sold in the future” 
although it says there are 
no sale proposals at the 
moment. 

Its mainland and Skye 
operation is to become 
Highland Country Buses, 
under which some services 
are already branded, with the 
self-contained Orkney 
operation becoming Orkney 
Coaches Ltd. 

It reverses a process that 


took place around five years 
ago when the businesses were 
brought together under the 
Rapsons name. O-licences in 
the new names are being 
applied for. 

Meanwhile, non-PSV 
property, a mixture including 
land and housing, will stay with 
the Rapsons parent company. 

The company is currently 
consulting staff about the 
changes and there are no plans 
to abandon the respected 
Rapsons brand, says the 
Inverness-based = company 
which operates 250 buses and 
coaches, and employs more 
than 300 people. 


In addition to its own services, Rapsons works on 
National Express and Scottish Citylink contracts 


Wightlink sold to Aussie Investment bank 


AN AUSTRALIAN- 
BASED investment bank 
Macquarie with interests 
in Bristol and Birmingham 
airports, has beaten off 
competition from around 
the world to buy Isle of 
Wight ferry operator, 
Wightlink, for just over 
£230 million. 

The purchase means 
Wightlink Chief Executive, 
Mike Aiken, stands to pocket 
more than £30 million. Mr 
Aiken, 62, owns over 45% of 
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the equity, the majority of 
which is held by the 
management and staff. The 
rest is owned by Royal Bank 
of Scotland Private Equity. 

Wightlink is the market 
leader across the Solent, 
operating eight ferries and 
four high-speed catamarans 
from the mainland to the Isle 
of Wight. 

The profitable company is 
reported to have had about 
£18.5m earnings last year 
before interest, tax, 


depreciation and amort- 
isation. 

Ten years ago, Mr Aiken 
led a £108m management 
buy-out of Wightlink from 
Sea Containers, with private 
equity backing from Cinven 
and the Royal Bank. 

In 2001, Cinven sold its 
holding in a secondary 
buyout, valuing Wightlink at 
£180m. Both Mr Aiken and 
finance director Adam 
Humphrey are _— stepping 
down after the Macquarie 


deal. Mr Humphrey will make 
about £9 million from the 
deal. 


Macquarie outbid 
Pamplona Capital, a new 
private equity company 


backed by Russia’s Alfa 
Group, and Nikko Principal 
Investments. 


@ Find out where to take 
coach groups on the Isle of 
Wight in routeONE ON TOUR, 
free to all coach operators in 
next week’s issue. 


rry Ferguson 


coach sales 
Itd 


3 AVAILABLE - FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Orders for 2006 Esker models are being taken now! 


ALL USED VEHICLES ARE IN STOCK 
& FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 
Please call for full spec details & prices 

Photos can be e-mailed on request 


205/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £71.00 
215/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £73.00 
11R 22.5 Premium New £108.00 
295/80R 22.5 New From £116.00 
295/80R 22.5 Regal £159.00 
295/80R 22.5 Continental £173.00 
295/80R 22.5 Michelin £199.00 
305/75R 24.5 Goodyear £275.00 
315/80R 22.5 Goodyear £189.00 
315/80R 22.5 Regal £169.00 
315/80R 22.5 Michelin £259.00 
315/80R 22.5 From £135.00 | 


Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation 
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Warwickshire votes for 
belted school buses 


Andy Izatt 


. § ARWICKSHIRE 
“yy County Council 
' has voted for the 


phased introduction of 
seatbelts on school buses, 
but it is expected to cost 
almost £1 million per year. 

Primary children will be the 
first, followed by secondary 
pupils. The recommendation 
was made following a home- 
to-school transport review by 
the Learning Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee. 

The Council says half the 
9,450 entitled pupils under the 
age of 16, travel on seatbelted 
vehicles. Twenty double 
deckers are used, none of 
which have seatbelts. If routes 
operated by these vehicles 
were re-tendered, 30 single 


deckers would be required at 
an approximate cost of 
£525,000 per annum, says the 
report. 

“A consequence of using 
only vehicles with seatbelts 


would be the removal of the . 


majority of buses from the 
school transport network,” 
says the report. “Companies 
including Stagecoach, Travel 
West Midlands and Arriva 
could be lost to the market as 
they do not currently operate 
belted vehicles. Belts could be 
retrofitted to some modern 
buses at a cost of re-tendering 
and retrofitting © around 
£218,000 per annum.” 

With increased demand for 
coaches, the committee 
anticipates a “significant 
increase in existing coach 
prices when services are re- 
tendered at an approximate 


Providing seatbelts will cost almost élm per year 


cost of £145,000 per annum. 
Disability Discrimination Act 
requirements prevent coaches 
being used on many local bus 
services. An increase in seatbelt 
availability would remove some 
opportunities for integration of 
public and school transport, 
promoted in the Transport Act 
1985, and fully utilised in 
Warwickshire in recent years 
costing around £95,000 


First cuts back in north Dorset 


FIRST Somerset and Avon is 
cutting back in northern 
Dorset because it says the 
services, some of which run 
into Somerset and Wiltshire, 
are no longer viable. 

Axed from 25 July, they are a 
mix of commercial and 
tendered routes, including the 


58 between Wincanton- 
Shaftesbury, 59 Shaftesbury- 
Gillingham, 68 Blandford- 
Yeovil, 69 Yeovil-Charlton 
Horethorne as well as two 
routes between Yeovil and 
Dorchester, the 212 via Maiden 
Newton, 216 = through 
Sherbourne and Wednesday- 


only 202 Ilminster-Dorchester. 

First says it told Dorset 
County Council of the cuts on 
22 April. It says there will not be 
any staff cuts and vehicles will 
be redeployed onto other 
work. 

Dorset’s Principal Public 
Transport Co-ordinator Peter 


per annum. 

“The figures quoted in this 
report are based on a desktop 
exercise. The only way in 
which more accurate costings 
can be obtained is through a 
comprehensive tendering 
exercise. However, it is unlikely 
that the total annual cost of 


providing seatbelts on all 
vehicles will be less than 
£983,000 per annum.” 


Impett told routeONE that 
discussions are ongoing with 
local companies to see if 
alternative provision could be 
arranged for | 70,000 passenger 
journeys per year, requiring 
eight vehicles and 12-15 staff. 

He added that only First, 
Go-Ahead and five local 
independents are currently 
providing public transport in 
the area. 


Ecmem Rolls-Royce hoisted high 


A SLIGHTLY different theme for 
this week’s Heritage Corner 
although still with a transport 
flavour. 

One of the Queen’s Rolls-Royces 
has been craned onboard The Royal 
Yacht Britannia in Edinburgh’s port of 
Leith. 

The Phantom V, worth £1 million 
was hoisted 150 feet over the top of 
the ship’s masts and into the onboard 
garage. Bentley Motors Ltd has loaned 
the car to the ship’s Trust for visitors to 
enjoy as a highlight of the five-star 
attraction. 

When Britannia was built in 1953, a 
garage was considered essential. 
Latterly it housed the 1960 seven- 
seater Rolls-Royce Phantom V, or 
occasionally the Royal Land Rover. The 
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car was built with removable bumpers 
to enable it to fit into the ship’s garage, 
but it was still an arduous process 
getting it aboard. 

This involved putting the car in a 
transporter, on to a barge, and then 
winching it aboard the Royal Yacht and 
sliding it into the garage sideways. 

The car was revolutionary for its 
Perspex dome that covers the rear 
compartment, allowing a full view of 
the occupants and as a Royal car it has 
some unique features including a 
special trap-door in the roof for the 
Royal Standard. 

In more recent years the garage was 
used by Britannia’s Yachtsmen as a 
beer store, a darkroom and an 
entertainment room in the evenings. It 
was never locked. 


All at sea with Queen’s Rolls-Royce 


Profile — A coach for all reasons 


Versatility, value, style, efficiency — Profile is the 
answer, now what's the question? 


@ Class leading capacity 
@ Stylish good looks 

@ 53, 57 or 70 seats 

@ Choice of chassis options 


Backed by the pedigree of PLAXTON, commanding almost 100 years of 
building coaches for discerning clients. All this at a price which could 
be more affordable than you might think. 


Available now for immediate delivery - 


Volvo B7R Auto 53/57 seats | 
Available to order | 


Volvo B7R Dennis Javelin 53/57 or 70 seats 


Summer Savers On 
New Plaxtons \ 


“ae | 


Sag 
Prise P L AXTO N Plaxton Limited Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S2S 4ES 
Tel: OI909 SSHG66 Fax: OISOS 567994 wuwiw.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 


ia 


PUTTING THE BUS IN YOUR @@INESS F ; : 


=) BUSINESS 


= oe BUY FROM £80,950 


RENT FROM £3 PER Mistral is a leading supplier of Super Low oor 


vehicles to UK based operators. If you have won 


O i ge , ) A 1 | 7 aa f ) a contract and need a vehicle, our experienced 
team can help you make the right decision for 
your business. Ask about our competitive pricing 


WWW. aa etra | es g ro U p - CO aa on new vehicle sales and our short / long term 


rental packages. We're here to help put the BUS 


peal 


Buy from figure based on a new 7.8m Optare Solo. Rent from figure based on a 5 year rental on a 7.8m Optare Solo. 
Offer subject to financial acceptance by Mistral Group (UK) ple. into your BUSINESS. 
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Ay WV hisperer 


Putting practicalities aside... 


HEADING back from the UITP exhibition in Rome the 
other week The Whisperer was left wondering about the 
parallel universe that some seem to think that public 
transport exists in. 

Aside from the fact that the show — which covers bus, 
rail and tram — didn’t have a single vehicle on display on 
the stands much to the manufacturers’ collective irritation 
(a problem with the floors he heard) there was a taste of 
the future. Or so we were told. 

So what does this musical chairs arrangement in an 
otherwise bare room mean? 


Well, it’s a bus. A concept, no less! 

It publicised the ‘re?bus’ design competition — “Future 
bus concepts for European cities” and the winners, Eric 
Daru and Nicolas Groult from France received 5,000 
euros (£3,141) for their efforts, pictured below. 


The competition, supported by 11 organisations 
including Connex, Keolis and Transdey, started last year. At 
the UITP show, the 31 shortlisted designs from hundreds 
of entries by design students (including the UK), were in a 
brochure, The point was not to re-design existing buses 
but “visualise the main areas of innovation and study the 
relationships between the city, bus and the users.” 

Of course, few concepts ever make it into metal, 
although some ideas feed through into real vehicles. The 
winner has snazzy ideas, such as bogies that rotate 
allowing the wheel vehicle to move sideways into a bus 
bay. But looking at the Daru-Groult bus, apart from the 
lack of an engine (it seems to run on ultra-flat, ultra 
lightweight batteries) The Whisperer wonders how it 
would gain a Certificate of Initial Fitness — especially with 
its open rear platform!? 


Have you got any industry whispers? 


The Whisperer has an ear for industry gossip. Funny, 
serious, or just tongue-in-cheek, please pass it on. 
Discretion is assured! If you’ve heard any rumours then 
let me know care of mike.morgan@route-one.net 
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Letters 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 
Morgan, Editor, routeONE, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


Royal Ascot eo 


WHAT planet are the organisers of Royal 
Ascot - this year at York - actually on? 

I’ve taken two coaches to Royal Ascot 
this year, on two days, only for my 
drivers to discover there are no facilities 
for them. On Tuesday they weren’t even 
provided with toilets (although this was 
rectified on Wednesday). 

| wouldn't expect free refreshments, 
but the organiser should at least provide 
some facilities for drivers to buy tea, 
coffee and sandwiches. After all, we’re 
being charged £80 per coach for parking 
— in return for what? And it’s not as if 
there are only a few coaches either. 

To add insult to injury, on Tuesday 
evening the grass in the parking area was 
mown, so now our returning passengers 
are walking grass cuttings into the 
coaches — creating another cleaning job. 

It’s hard enough getting coach drivers, 
without having them effectively caged 
up for 10 hours without any facilities in 
this day and age. It’s just not on. 

Royal Ascot has a captive market and 
is abusing it. It should at least treat 
coach drivers like humans. |’ll bet that 
the organisers enjoy better facilities! | 
wonder what other operators think? 


Nick Smith, Royal Ascot, Head of PR 
replies: “It’s not something we've ever 
thought of. It falls outside our remit. But 
if we get significant feedback it’s 
something we’d look at doing.” 


David Green, Proprietor, 
Travelgreen Coaches, Doncaster. 


So, just why was I failed? 


2004 a fire extinguisher containing Halon 
is considered a reason for failure on any 
Class VI vehicle presented for test. 

“Any Halon fire extinguishers on vehicles 
should be replaced with extinguishers, 
containing water or foam, marked BS5423 
or EN3 and have a minimum fire rating of 
at least 8A or 21B. The outside of the 
extinguisher will indicate whether the 
contents are Halon.An Advice Note to PSV 
operators was given out to 
operators/presenters several months before 
it became a failure item. This information 
was also available on the website.” 


ONE of my coaches has just failed its MoT 
for having a Halon fire extinguisher? This 
hasn't been a problem in the past, so 
what's changed? 


Concerned Welsh operator, 
Name and address supplied 


VOSA replies: “Halon is an ozone- 
depleting substance which is why the EU 
has banned its use and it is now illegal to 
operate buses, minibuses and coaches 
with fire extinguishers containing Halon 
1211 and Halon 1307. Since 1 November 


Fair play needed 


| HAVE sent the following letter about 
recent problems, to the Paris Tourist 
Office. | would be interested to know if 
other operators are having similar 
problems? 


“We are one of the leading regional 
coach touring companies in England 
and operate weekly tours to Paris 
throughout the year. 

“We therefore pay considerable 
amounts of money in tolls and Paris 
parking charges. In addition, we spend 
thousands and thousands of Euros in 
French hotels, and our passengers spend 
heavily at all of our French destinations. 

“Since the building of Disneyland 
near Paris, this has obviously brought in 
extra coaches, mainly carrying children, 
which has been detrimental to 
established tour operators bringing 
dedicated tours to Paris with adults only. 

“In principle, we agreed with the new 
parking system for coaches, giving us 
dedicated parking areas when available 
and clarifying to operators the need for 
controls. 

“We were of the understanding 
therefore, that coaches who were 
dropping at hotels or pre-booked 
restaurants would be given the 
allowance to do this without having to 


go to the coach parking areas, often 
long distances away. 

“The police have been over-vigilant 
once again this year, making constant 
checks on our vehicles, and last 
weekend we were told that we could 
not drop off in the Pantheon area for 
our passengers to walk to a restaurant 


that we have booked at least once every 


week of the year. 

“There seems to be some 
victimisation by the police towards 
English coaches, and we need urgent 
clarification on this point. 

“It is also noted that at times, some 
of the coach bays are filled with illegally 
parked cars, when nothing is done, and 
we still have the ongoing criminal 
problem in central Paris, where coaches 
are broken into on a regular basis, even 
in supervised areas. 

“These matters should be borne in 
mind when promoting the city for the 
Olympic Games. If visitors cannot be 
treated fairly in normal times, how can 
they be expected to be treated during 
an event such as the Olympics? 

“| would be most grateful to receive a 
reply.” 


DJ Parry, Managing Director, 
Parrys International, Cheslyn Hay 


and finally. 


Dennis Falcon writes 


Alternative awards 


IF YOU run buses you are spoilt 
for choice. Next week, it’s the 
National Transport Awards at a 
swanky London hotel, where you 
might win Bus Operator of the 
Year. 

In October, there are the 
routeONE Excellence Awards to be 
announced at a gala celebration 
dinner at the National Motorcycle 
Museum, where you might pick up 
Bus Operator of the Year or one of 
10 other prestigious awards. In 
November, it’s the UK Bus Awards 
where at a celebratory lunch you 
might win Bus, etc, etc, or one of a 
host of other glittering awards. 

Of course, not everyone wants to 
be in the spotlight. Still, the non- 
combatants can at least have some 
fun speculating who might pick up 
the next batch of awards. Indeed, 
they might be wondering whether 
previous winners have any more 
tricks up their sleeves. For example, 
is there any truth in the rumour that 
Blazefield have ordered lederhosen 
for their drivers on leather-seated 
services X36 and 662? Is Brian 
Souter going to acquire some 15- 
metre triple-deckers so that he can 
offer £1 season tickets for the 
expanding Megabus commuter 
market? Or, has the Trent Barton 
management team finally found the 
crock of gold at the end of their 
Rainbow Routes and retired quietly 
on the proceeds? 

Joking apart, there can be no 
doubt that rewarding and promoting 
success provides a competitive spur 
for everyone in the industry. It helps 
raise standards and encourages the 
spread of good practice. Equally, 
naming and shaming can have a 
similar effect on those at the bottom 
of the pile. But, there aren't 
currently any awards for the worst in 
class in the coach and bus industry. 
Now with your help, | am going to 
put this right. 

So let me introduce you to the 
first ever Bus Industry Worst Awards. 

There are four categories of 
award and 1’m looking for your 
nominations in any or all of them. 

First, Worst Bus Operator of the 
Year. This will go to the nominee 
operator who has not only shot 
himself, (or herself), in the foot by 
providing the least reliable service, 
but also caused most harm to the 
reputation of the industry as a 
whole, either locally or nationally. 

Second, The Worst Regulator of 
the Year. This will go to the 
nominee regulator, VOSA, Traffic 
Commissioner, Health and Safety 
Executive, OFT etc, who has done 
the least to help those of us who are 


trying to do the best we can for our 
customers in what are often difficult 
circumstances. 

Third, The Worst Public 
Authority of the Year. This will go to 
the nominee authority that has done 
the least to help buses (or coaches) 
and their passengers by their actions 
(or inactions) as Highway Authority, 
Transport Authority or PTE. 

Fourth, and finally, The Worst 
New Legislation of the Year. This 
will go to the nominee European 
Commission or British Government 
Department (and we mustn’t forget 
the Scottish and Welsh legislatures 
here), which has been responsible 
for the most pointless or expensive 
piece of legislation that has been 
inflicted on our industry. 

1am sure that you are already 
beginning to think of who might win 
- or is that lose? 

Will the Public Authority Award 
go to Merseyside PTE for promoting 
its tram with added Quality 
Contracts, or to Liverpool City 
Council for objecting to it? 

Is there a Commissioner who is 
too soft on the cowboys or a VOSA 
team in your area, which behaves as 
though they are on loan from the 
KGB? Is the Worst New Legislation 
the Working Time Directive or the 
PSV Accessibility Regulations or ...? 
And, who IS the Worst Operator... 
Well, now's your chance to name 
and shame them all. 

Sending in your nominations 
couldn't be easier. All you have to 
do is e-mail your proposals to me, 
dennis.falcon@route-one.net with 
details of the culprit, the award 
selected and the reasons why they 
qualify, before 14 July. 

You can submit as many 
nominations as you wish and | 
guarantee that your anonymity will 
be protected. | will publish the 
results in a future Dennis Falcon 
column for all to see. 

The good news is that Mrs F is 
quite taken with the concept and 
has agreed to fund a new wooden 
spoon for the winner in each 
category, which | undertake to send 
personally to the Director General, 
Chief Executive, Managing Director, 
Minister, European Commissioner, 
or Traffic Commissioner, etc, of your 
choice. 

So, | will delay you no more. Start 
sending me your e-mail 
nominations. As they say on those 
TV shows, “the lines are now open.” 


@ Dennis Falcon is a nom de plume 
for a top bus industry executive 
well-known for his forthright 
opinions. 
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Your weekly report by the industry’s leading legal journalist, Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


Wilbys takeover is now authorised 


After a wheel loss incident, two previous 
| Public Inquiries, and a 90% MoT failure rate, 
| Wilbys Coaches of Brigg has lost its O-licence. 
| However Ben George Travel is to take over 
| the business, subject to stringent conditions 


HE COMPANY, of 
T 10 West Street, 

Hibaldstow, Brigg, 
North Lincolnshire, 
operating I3 vehicles, had 
appeared at two previous 
Public Inquiries. Its licence 
was suspended = and 
curtailed from 21 vehicles 
to eight at a public inquiry 
in January 2002 and it had 
a formal warning at a 


Public Inquiry in 
September 2004 
(route , News, 16 June). 


For the company, Chris 
Charlesworth said ‘the 
business had been established 
for 35 years. It is pooeeee 


and there are adequate 
maintenance staff, 
equipment, facilities and 


systems. However, a lack of 
management control had led 
to a low standard of vehicle 
maintenance and a poor 
annual test pass rate. The 
directors, John and Trixie 
Wilby, want to retire and are 
hoping for a smooth 
transition to allow’ the 
business to be taken over by 
Ben George Travel, whose 
directors are Stephen and 
John Easton. 

Vehicle Examiner Andrew 
Corbett said a maintenance 
investigation was carried out 


Records showed failure to make daily checks 


Is your fleet in need of an update? 
Need to reduce your outgoings? 
Want to reduce your bank overdraft? 


01159 607 175 


after a report from member 
of the public about a wheel 
becoming detached in 
January 2005. 

Eleven vehicles were 
examined and three 
immediate prohibitions, 
three delayed prohibitions 
and nine defect notices were 
issued. There were no 
maintenance records for five 
vehicles. Mr Wilby said two 
of these had only been 
operated for two months. 
There was no record of any 
inspection before those 
vehicles were first used. 

The stated inspection 
period was four weeks, said 
Mr Corbett, but there were 
10 gaps in the inspection 
records of up to 2! weeks. 
Records were not always fully 


completed. 
There was no written 
procedure for checking 


wheel security. Most driver 
defect reports ended in July 
2004. The roller brake tester 
was not functioning. 

Over the last five years 15 
immediate, 19 delayed 
prohibitions and four 
variation notices had been 
issued. Since a maintenance 
investigation in March 2004, 
six immediate and nine 
delayed prohibitions had 
been issued. The initial failure 
rate at annual test was 
90.48%, compared with the 
national average of 27.2%. 
The Commissioner said the 
MoT test rate was one of the 
worst he had seen recently 
and could only be described 
as appalling. 


Transport Manager George 
Taylor had just taken over at 
the time of the maintenance 
investigation. Outlining the 
systems now in place, he said 
he made periodic checks to 
ensure that vehicles were 
brought in for inspection on 
time. The roller brake tester 
had been calibrated and was 
now in use. One of the 
vehicles for which there were 
no records was not in use, 
but was being kept for 
preservation. Two newer 
refurbished vehicles had been 
introduced to the fleet. 
Another was currently off the 
road being refurbished. He 
would remain Transport 
Manager until Stephen Easton 
passed the CPC examination, 
when he will take a lesser 
advisory role. 

Mr Taylor agreed that, 
according to records, the 
driver of a vehicle carrying 
schoolchildren daily had only 
carried out a walk-round 
check nine times since 
March. The Commissioner 
said he found it astonishing 
and did not think the 
children’s parents would be 
very happy. 

Mr Taylor said the two 
vehicles presented for MoTs 
since he had taken over had 
both failed. He agreed he was 
struggling to put things right, 
saying that he had only gone 
in to help. 

Mr Wilby said all drivers 
received training from an 
engineering consultant after 
the last Public Inquiry, but 
four had since left. Some 


inspection record gaps were 
due to vehicles being taken 
off the road for big jobs. He 
would have no involvement 
in the management of the 
new company. 


“If one more wheel 
comes off any of 
your vehicles you 
might as well send 
your licence back 
in the post,” 


Asked about an allegation 
that fares were being taken 
on an unregistered schools 
service, Mr Wilby said some 
of the parents paid daily, 
others weekly and monthly. 
The service operated for 15 
years but ceased after the 
wheel loss incident when half 
the parents decided to use 
another operator. They 
enquired about registering 
the service, but they were 
told it was ineligible for fuel 
duty rebate. 

Stephen Easton said public 
safety would be at the top of 
their agenda. He would 
undertake that training would 
be carried out and that there 
would be independent audits 
on vehicle condition. 

They would invest in 
newer vehicles even if it 
meant cutting the fleet down. 
It was a profitable business 
which he felt could be turned 
round with a lot of hard 
work. He agreed that they 
could not turn it round 
overnight, but hoped to 


EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS 


Looking to borrow between 


WITH EXPERT FINANCE 


Coachlease has the answers. 


We talk Your aguage. 


and flexibility you need to get 
the deal done quickly. 


Email: finance @ coachlease.co.uk 
www.coachlease.co.uk 
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Hire Purchase, Leasing, 
Sale + Leaseback 


| court report 


key cases brought before Public Inquiries, Tribunals, Magistrate and Crown Courts 


reach a Satisfactory situation 
after a couple of months. 
Financial evidence was heard 
in private. 

Mr Charlesworth said that 
as far as Wilbys was 
concerned he did not seek to 
defend the indefensible. Mr 
Taylor had overseen significant 
improvements since __ his 
appointment in March. 

Making the revocation and 
disqualification orders, the 
Commissioner said that 40% 
of the vehicles checked had 
been prohibited. The latest 
wheel loss incident had not 
been reported to VOSA or 
the Traffic Area Office and 
the company had repaired 
the vehicle before it could be 
independently examined. He 
added: “This operator lacks 
the ability to operate safe and 
reliable passenger carrying 
vehicles.” 

Granting a licence to Ben 
George Travel, Mr Easton 
undertook that: 

@ All vehicles not annual 
tested in the last month be 
tested within two weeks. 

@ The wheel torque 
procedure to be set out in 
writing and signed as read by 
the fitting staff. 

@ Roller brake tests to be 
carried out at every safety 
inspection, at four weekly 
intervals, and to be recorded. 
@ Within six months the 
company’s systems and 
vehicle condition would be 
independently audited. 

“If one more wheel comes 
off any of your vehicles you 
might as well send your 
licence back in the post,” the 
Commissioner told Mr 
Easton. 


Truronian faces Commissioner 
over hours and tacho offences 


Large parts of Cornwall could be left 
unserved if the Traffic Commissioner decides 
to revoke Truronian’s licence after it fell foul 
of the ‘minefield’ of tachograph and drivers’ 
hours regulations 


ONE OF the largest were a further six offences of 
operators in Cornwall, permitting drivers to drive for 
Truronian Ltd, has to wait more than 44 hours without 
to see what action the taking the required break. 
Western Traffic Twenty seven drivers were 
Commissioner Philip fined amounts between £75 
Brown is going to take and £150 for a series of 
following convictions for offences, with each driver also 
drivers’ hours and ordered to pay £70 " ppm a ~~ 
tachograph offences. prosecution costs. 5 — >= 
The company, of 24Lemon VOSA said the company Truronian has to wait for a written decision 
Street, Truro, had been called had clearly breached the 
before the Commissioner ata regulations and had not Cornwall County Council, 
Plymouth Public Inquiry. provided sufficient driver “David Rabey... whose principal transport 
The Commissioner heard _ training. considered the officer Stephen Nicholson 
that in January the company David Rabey, Managing company had been gave evidence in support of 
had been fined £11,200 and Director since 1987, said it Truronian. 
ordered to pay £5,000 provided a __ substantial Z a David Redgewell, South 
prosecution costs for 70 network of school bus and the magistrates. West Director of passenger 
drivers’ hours and tachograph private services around mid- group Transport 2000, said 
offences. Fifty-eight offences Cornwall. He considered the no defence,” said Mr Rabey. that Truronian folding would 
related to failures to use the company had been punished “But it would be exceptional be a disaster for Cornwall, its 
tachograph in accordance enough by the magistrates for a large operation such as rural inhabitants and _ its 
with the regulations during and if it was stripped of its ours not to show minor economy. Truronian provided 
the spring of 2004. There licence it would be forced to tachograph infringements on a lot of council contract bus 
fold. They had not been occasions. There is no services around Helston and 
“VOSA said the warned by VOSA of the incentive for drivers to work Truro. 
stringent rules about extra hours and/or breach the “It is not as if there are 
recording drivers’ hours. He regulations.” depots full of coaches and 
breached the maintained that the He added that new checks buses sitting around ready to 
regulations and had combination of the EC and had been put in place to stop take over those services run 
not provided domestic drivers’ hours rules further infringements and the by the company,” he said. 
sufficient driver created a minefield for coach company is keen to move The Commissioner is to 
training.” companies. forward and expand, with the announce his decision in 
“I accept that ignorance is backing of employers and writing at a future date. 


punished enough by 


company had clearly 


VEHICLE 


The only British owned mobile lift manufacturer 


Do not buy any other mobile column lift before speaking to us, we cannot 
be beaten on price 


32 tonne lifting capacity per set of 4 


Guarantee to beat any genuine like for like quotation by £500 
Contact Richard Baxendale or Gary Mason 
Tel: 0845 644 9303 gary@britonuk.com 


Fax: 0845 644 9304 www.britonuk.com 
3, Poplar Business Units, Poplar Road, Cleethorpes DN35 8BL North East Lincolnshire 
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ques attack! 


After the resounding French ‘Non’ to the EU constitution, Jacques Chirac has 
grasped the opportunity to turn the focus to events abroad — and what could be 


more appropriate in the 200th anniversary year of France’s defeat at Trafalgar? 


“CRISIS? What crisis?” This 
innocent — but now legendary -— 
comment was made to 
journalists by then Prime 
Minister Jim Callaghan, on 
returning from a foreign trip to 
be greeted by a late-1970s 
Britain gripped by strikes, hyper- 
inflation, and a pervading air of 
panic and gloom. 

In a sense, his reaction was 
understandable. There was no 
particular crisis at that moment. 

But the media was keen to whip 
up hysteria about the general 
situation; and Sunny Jim’s political 
detractors — not least the leader of 
Her Majesty’s Opposition, one Mrs 
M. Thatcher — were poised to exploit 
the feeling of national chaos as part of 
the campaign which led to the 
famous Conservative victory in 1979. 
And the press and the Opposition 
were able to point to the remark as 
evidence of the Prime Minister’s 
complacency: there he was, swanning 
about in some foreign capital, 
apparently unaware that things back 
home were falling to bits. 

Westminster Watch is reminded of 
this situation by what is happening in 
the EU at the moment. It takes a big 
British heart to feel sorry for Jacques 
Chirac, but he has something of a 
Callaghan-esque air about him these 
days. It’s all gone wrong. Europe, that 
is. His own proud nation, which gave 
birth to the European idea, and 
formed it in its own image, has taken 
fright and spurned his plea to support 
the EU constitution over which he 
had laboured so long and so mightily. 
And not just the French; the Dutch as 
well — and by an even greater margin. 
The UK has indefinitely postponed its 
referendum on the issue, and other 
countries are doing the same. The 
great carthorse has stopped in the 
middle of the road, and refuses to 
take another step. 

A crisis? Well, for Chirac, yes. 

While referendums can always be 
re-run until the people give the right 
answer, something fundamental is 
shifting in Europe. The French are 
said to have rejected the constitution 
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Keeping radical French farmers happy would boost Chirac’s flagging popularity at home 


because it would have enshrined 
“Anglo-Saxon” (i.e. Thatcherite) 
economic principles into the 
European model, threatening the 
systems of government subsidy and 
social welfare to which France is 
addicted. Its adoption might have 
spelt the beginning of the end of the 
dominance of “the French way of 
doing things” in the EU. 

This crisis has coincided 
awkwardly with a row about money 
— never a nice thing in a family 
situation. In answer to Uncle Jacques’ 
and Uncle Gerhard’s demand for the 
ending of the British rebate, Tony 
Blair has — with a smile — agreed 
willingly to discuss it, as long as they 
can also review the entire EU budget, 
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and especially the huge agricultural 

subsidy, 46% of which finds its way 
into French pockets. Otherwise, no 
deal, OK? 

Suddenly — and not for the first 
time — Tony bears a striking 
resemblance to his predecessor but 
one (except she may not have 
smiled). Although there are plenty of 
battles ahead — and by the time you 
read this, we will know what (if 
anything) the EU leaders have been 
able to thrash out at their summit — 
he looks somehow in control. 

No doubt this has something to do 
with the UK Presidency of the EU in 
the second half of this year, and our 
hosting of the G8 conference next 
month. But it may also be because he 


senses that, in an enlarged, more 
diverse Community, one in which 
Britain is economically stronger and 
France weaker, “the British way of 
doing things” looks more like the 
future. In European terms, Tony’s 
hour may not yet have come. But the 
clock is ticking. 

Reform of the EU, especially the 
Commission, into something which 
Britain would feel more comfortable 
with, is no small undertaking. 
Europe’s instinct to regulate, 
constrain and control — in ways with 
which the UK road transport industry 
is all too familiar — is not going to 
happen overnight. But change is in 
the air. And one politician’s crisis is 
another one’s opportunity. 
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It’s all Chinese to me! 


The second in the new series by Dave Shoesmith, the top-level industry 
executive writing under a pseudonym. This week he’s read the reviews 
and ponders whether or not he should buy coaches built in the Far East 


Shadowy figure: Dave Shoesmith writing exclusively for routeONE 


™ O, the Chinese invasion has 
. > started and the world will 
W never be the same. 

This is not an excerpt from Sky 
News but the recent reports of the 
arrival (at last) of the King Long 
coach into the UK. Sadly | am old 
enough to remember the 
Portuguese and Scandinavian 
invasions of the late ‘60s and early 
‘70s followed by the Belgian and 
German invasion of the late ‘70s and 
early ‘80s which dramatically 
changed the face of coach 
production in this country. 
Nowadays there is very little coach 
production left intact apart from the 
excellent new Plaxton company 
whose quality management and 
workforce have set standards rarely 
equalled in the long history at 
Scarborough. 

Let me put the marker down now 
and state | will not be an early 


customer for the new King Long 
product. This is not down to any 
‘Little Britain’ or indeed ‘Little 
Europe’ attitude. | am always happy 
to consider any product on the 
market but | have to convince myself 
that by the time | wish to sell it, 
someone else will want to buy it at a 
sensible price. At this point | again 
seem to be at odds with much of 
the industry. It never ceases to 
amaze me how an operator can 
decide to buy a new coach because 
it looks ‘different’. Never does it 
seem to cross his or her mind what 
it will be worth in five or so years let 
alone parts availability. We are not 
talking about the family car here but 
often the company’s biggest 
investment. Surely we need a bit of 
financial planning or perhaps people 
know something | don't when it 
comes to coach purchase. 

| was an early operator of Bova 


products, both Europa and Futura 
and both types proved excellent 
buys and rewarded me with good 
residual values. Unlike some other 
imports of the time, which quickly 
disappeared leaving a handful of 
unsupported minimal value coaches, 
from the start Bova had one major 
factor in their favour — an 
established strong dealer. | have to 
admit | have never regarded the 
Futura as a ‘good looker’ but it goes 
to prove the old adage that looks 
are not everything. 

Reading the press reviews of the 
new Chinese offering it seems they 
too have fallen into the “yes we 
know this is not quite right but 
production vehicles will be” trap. 
Single glazing! Surely the effort put 
into producing this coach would 
have been better rewarded with 
more attention to detail. It is not 
rocket science to establish what the 
industry regards as essential features 
of a new coach and yet like many 
before them the Chinese or their 
acolytes are left with egg (fu yung?) 
on their faces. If | have a new 
contract that picks up every morning 
at 0730hrs and on Monday the 
coach arrived at 0945hrs it is 
unlikely the customer will be happy 
with my excuse that in future it will 
arrive at the time he wants but | 
thought 0730hrs was a bit early so | 
sent it later! 

Surely we have to judge our 
suppliers in the same way as we are 
judged. | am fed up of complaining 
about poor back-up from certain 
suppliers over a weekend. What is 
the excuse | am given? “But it’s a 
Sunday” Am | missing something 
here? It has always been my 
impression that summer weekends 
are busy times for the industry with 
most of the country’s coaches on the 
road. It is not unreasonable therefore 
to expect dealers to be properly 
staffed, not just having someone on- 
call with a dodgy mobile. 

This brings me back to that key 
decision of what to buy. Do we 
really want to risk not being able to 
get assistance in an emergency? No 
matter how impressive a vehicle 
might look, it is of little benefit to 
you when it breaks down and is off 


the road for three days waiting for a 
spare part to arrive. Sadly in many 
cases the answer must be yes 
because there are plenty of coaches 
out there that must run on a wing 
and a prayer judging by their 
reputation. 

If we start to delve deeper 
however into operating cost for 
different types of vehicle then we 
really are opening the proverbial 
‘can of worms’. Not many of my 
local competitors claim to have any 
cost system at all. It appears 
quotations are given on the basis of 
knocking ten pounds off everybody 
else’s price. Believe me it is true and 
yet those responsible are usually the 
ones who complain most about low 
rates. A tour operator that | have 
worked with for many years 
recently got a call from a very high- 
profile company offering to do the 
work at whatever rate | charged last 
year. Naturally my customer was 
intrigued by this, bearing in mind the 
operator did not know my rate. He 
was even more intrigued when he 
told the operator a spoof lower 


“Yes, we know 
this is not quite 
right but 
production 
vehicles will be.” 


figure and was assured that would 
be undercut. But we are only 
scratching the surface here. | do not 
intend here to produce cost tables 
for those in the industry who, if they 
do understand them at all, don’t 
bother to use them. 

Yet why should | worry if you all 
rush out and buy something that | 
would have nothing to do with and 
then operate it at uneconomic rates? 
All | would suggest is you look in 
your collections of trade magazines 
from days gone by, find the articles 
about the operators shouting loudest 
with regards to their new coach, or 
how wonderful their company is and 
ask yourself the question — whatever 
happened to them? 
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routeONE Travel Club 


i. The routeONE Trove! Club is a refreshing way to make substantial 


2 savings on holidays and travel related services. Offering two levels of 
membership, customers are assured outstanding value and quality of 
product and service. 


As a member of the club you will automatically receive FREE Gold 
Membership, giving you and your family access to a range of travel benefits 
including unique offers, a minimum 2.5% discount on package holidays 
| from well known brands such as Thomas Cook, Thomson and Cosmos 
and 10% off online tailor made holidays. 


Alternatively for a nominal fee you can choose to 
upgrade to Platinum Membership and receive enhanced benefits plus a minimum 
5% discount on package holidays and 12% off online tailor made holidays. 


if you have ag ide in mind, but cannot see it on the site, or would like some 


- routeONE Travel Club ® 


To obtain a username and password email: call us now on: 0845 0770 720 
® register@routeonetravelclub.co.uk or visit us at: www.sqtclub.co.uk Yara 
Operated by South Quay Trave! & Leisure Lid and Air Viceroy Ltd 
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“Test Drivé WolNo $700: 


You read about Volvo’s 9700 
first in touteONE, then we 
brought you the first 
pictures of the right-hand- 
drive vehicle as soon as it 
landed. This was followed by 
our, indepth review of the 
launch. Now Mike Morgan 


tells you what it’s like to 
drive in this exclusive 


The flagship 9700 is a high-spec two-axle integral that takes Volvo into new territory 


OLVO Bus launched its 

luxury 9700 coach into the 

UK and Ireland last 
month. 

The Volvo 9700 Prestige Plus, 
entirely designed and manufactured 
in-house, has the Volvo core values 
of quality, safety and environmental 
care very much in evidence. 

Speaking at the launch, Volvo Bus 
Managing Director Mike Ball said, 
“The new 9700 Prestige Plus is a 
highly significant addition to the top 
luxury end of our coach range, truly 
a Volvo through and through. With a 
very high specification and complete 
support from Volvo and its dealers.” 

The 9700 was previewed at a 
series of road shows running in May 
and early June. 


There are two demonstration 
vehicles — a silver-painted coach 
built in Finland, and a maroon- 
painted coach built in Poland. Both 
now go onto extended 
demonstrations during the summer 
and autumn, with first customer 
deliveries expected early in 2006. 

But first, the silver coach was 
made available for this exclusive Test 
Drive. 

It was route that first 
revealed the possibility of a right- 
hand-drive 9700 when the coach 
made its pubic debut on the 
European show circuit, and we also 
brought you the first pictures of the 
right-hand-drive prototype within 
days of it landing in the UK 
(route , News, 5 May). 


Build 

The 9700s destined for the UK will 
be produced at Volvo Buses’ 
European complete vehicle plant in 
Wroclaw, Poland, which has just 
celebrated its | Oth anniversary of 
coach and bus production. Substantial 
investment at Wroclaw has given it 
annual capacity of 2,500 vehicles, with 
500 complete vehicles delivered last 
year. 

With the Volvo 9700 range, the 
emphasis is on quality, driver and 
passenger comfort, with the 
reassurance of a complete 
aftermarket support package. Volvo is 
also synonymous with safety and the 
new 9700 Prestige Plus has many 
class leading safety features. 


routeONE. Test Drive 


The all stainless steel construction 
incorporates Volvo’s Front Impact 
Protection system (FIP). Frontal 
impact is the most common type of 
accident for coaches and buses, and 
with FIP Volvo's engineers have 
developed a front end structure that 
substantially improves the way energy 
generated in a crash is directed. The 
9700 also complies with R66 rollover 
requirements. 

In line with all models in the Volvo 
TX range, the 9700 has the latest 
generation of Volvo’s Electronic 
Braking System (EBS5), which now 
incorporates Volvo’s Electronic 
Stability Program (ESP). ESP senses if 
a vehicle is losing road grip or running 
the risk of overturning, automatically 
making counteracting adjustments >> 


routeONE 23 June 2005 23 


routeONE 


through decreasing engine torque and 
applying brake pressure to individual 
wheels. 

Externally, alloy wheels and Xenon 
headlights add to the distinctive, yet 
conservative styling. Volvo badging is 
discreet, yet conspicuous. 

Meanwhile, Dynafleet, Volvo's 
vehicle management tool, is available 
as an option, with the ability through 
on-line connection to provide key 
information in real-time on, for 
example, the location of the coach, its 
fuel consumption, driver’s hours and 
service requirements. 


Passenger impressions 


The comprehensive level of 
‘standard’ specification means that 
the 9700 is delivered from the 
factory as a complete coach package 
without the need for further 
additions or modifications. 

Volvo says it sets new standards 
for passengers. The theatre floor 
concept, with its sloping floor and 
theatre seating combined with large 
tinted side windows, is geared to 
improve vision for all passengers who 
also get authentic concert quality 
sound thanks to the advanced Volvo 
Sound and Vision on-board 
entertainment package that 
incorporates radio, CD and DVD, 
complete with two TFT monitors 
and sub woofer speakers, GPS 
navigation for both driver and 
passenger viewing. 

It is noticeable when riding on the 
9700 that it is designed and built as a 
complete vehicle. The body is taught, 
combining effectively with the 
independent front suspension to 
deliver a better quality of ride 
comfort than comparable body-on- 
chassis combinations. Interior noise 
levels average 68.5dB(A), while at the 
front the level rises to 71 .5dB(A), 
which is at the top end of the 
standard expected from this class of 
coach. 

Personal space is enhanced thanks 
to the extra 200cm provided by the 
|2.2-metre extended length, and 


Close-up 


Under-rack service units 
complement quality feel 


elbow-room can be increased by 
sliding the aisle-side seats. Key 
features include 49 Volvo TS2000 
seats with integral three point seat 
belts, and air conditioning. A 
demountable centre sunken toilet is 
provided, while a water boiler and 
drinks dispenser is fitted behind a 
lockable shutter on the side of this 
unit. 

A Volvo ‘Safety on Board’ pack 
includes aircraft-style safety cards at 
all seats and a safety briefing video, 
which can be used by the driver to 
explain the safety features of the 
coach to passengers. A European 
touring kit including a spare mirror, 
wiper and wiper arm, headlight, 
cleaning tools and a spare window 
hammer is also included. 


Driver impressions 


“The driver is not neglected either, 
with a totally new driver’s area giving 
a better overview and enhanced 
control.” Well, that’s what it says in 
the sales blurb, so what is it like in 
practice? 

The new chunky four-spoke 
steering wheel is more car-like than 
ever before, and it has buttons to 
control the audio system... and 
Volvo has returned to its tried and 
trusted location for the steering 
column adjustment — i.e. a foot pedal. 

Although the steering wheel rim 
feels too thick on first acquaintance, 
it takes no more than a few left and 
right-hand turns to encourage 
familiarity. However, the substantial 
spokes do obscure those switches 
fitted below the panel that includes 
the necessary dials and now- 
obligatory information display. 

Operated as before from one of 
the right-hand steering column stalks, 
this information display is more 
driver-friendly. It comes as part of the 
revised vehicle electronics, which 
thankfully includes a less-strident 
warning bleep. Well-done Volvo — it’s 
now easy to scroll through the 
essential vehicle-related information 
and a pleasure to indicate any change 


Volvo’s I-Shift gearbox is now a 
delight to use in Auto mode 
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Test Drive took the 9700 around the routeONE circuit that includes a mix of 


of direction. 

Everything is within easy reach, 
though some of the switches are up 
to the left, others below the GPS 
display-cum-reversing monitor, and 
yet more on the right of the panel, 
while, as already mentioned, some 
are annoyingly below the central 
display. However, the reversing 
camera would be more useful if the 
monitor was nearer to either of the 
exterior mirrors, because that’s 
where the driver’s eyes are focused 
and it’s impossible to continue with 
confidence when switching attention 
to the dash. 

The driver is blessed with a very 
comfortable Isringhausen suspension 
seat, and for the most part has 
excellent forward vision that is 


Comprehensive dash layout 
puts everything within reach 


remarkably free of blind-spots. It is, 
therefore, appropriate for the 9700 
driver to have the automated I-Shift 
gearbox for added convenience. 

I-Shift offers clutchless gearchanges 
that can either be operated manually 
or left to function in automatic mode. 
When first introduced to the coach 
market in October 2004 |-Shift 
worked well, but had a couple of 
flaws — it allowed the coach to roll 
back when stopped on an incline, and 
did not share the driver’s ability to 
adapt to the changing road conditions 
ahead. The latest generation of I-Shift 
is a gem. It cleverly engages the 
brakes when stationary — if required, 
and is much smarter at stirring the 
cogs. 

It also links-in superbly with the 


Prestige Plus is fitted with 
420bhp 12-litre engine 
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ving, including rural Northamptonshire 


braking system. On an I-Shift vehicle, 
the system mixes Volvo engine brake 
(which is used by the |-Shift anyway 
to synchronise engine revs at 
gearshifts), exhaust pressure 
regulator, gearbox retarder, and 
foundation brakes. The selection 
depends on speed, brake pedal 
pressure, etc, and also on the state of 
the vehicle - ie. the VEB is deployed 
in its effective operating range, which 
depends on engine speed and gear 
ratio at the time. So pressing the 
pedal ‘x’ degrees at |00km/h gets a 
different selection from pressing the 
pedal at 60km/h. There’s even a 
boost-function that keeps engine revs 
in a higher range to increase the 
effectiveness of the retarder to the 
point where its performance can be 


The inside story... 


Emphasis on quality and comfort is reflected by the interior lighting 


accurately predicted. 

Crew provision includes driver’s 
bunk accessed by contortionists via a 
hatch opposite the toilet entrance, 
while the better-than-average courier 
seat is endowed with height 
adjustment, space for feet, and a 
vanity mirror on the lid of the very 
useful dash-storage space, which is 
alongside the fridge. 


Performance 


Launched initially on the rear engine 
Volvo B12B chassis in two axle 
configuration, |2.2m in length and 
with a height of 3.6m, the driveline 
combines the Volvo DH12D 12 litre 
engine rated at 420bhp with the I- 
Shift gearbox. The power output will 
be uprated to 460bhp when Euro 4 
engines become available next year, 
and the range for the UK and Irish 
markets is to be further developed in 
2006 to provide a three-axle version 
at 13.7m long and 3.7m high. 

Meanwhile the |-Shift/420bhp 
combination ensures a relaxing, 
though not exhilarating, drive. 
Acceleration from 0-30mph is 
marginally slower than an equivalent 
B12B with 360bhp engine coupled to 
five-speed ZF automatic gearbox — 
those multiple I-Shift changes take 
fractionally longer. However, the 
superior torque of the 420bhp engine 
comes into its own with pulling 
power that takes the 9700 up from 
30mph to 50mph in || seconds, 
while steady tacho traces are 
achievable on all but the steepest 
motorway inclines, and our test 
ascent of Rockingham Hill was a 
record-breaking 54.4secs thanks to a 
very smart automated down-change 
that prevented speed loss at the 
critical point on the hill. 

Overall fuel consumption was 
consistently better than a 360bhp 
B12B auto’s test average 9.1 mpg 
(routeONE, Test Drive, 14 April). The 
three sections of the test route 
started with |Ompg when using the 
motorway from Warwick to 
Newport Pagnall. This was followed 


by 10.2mpg on the trunk roads that 
took us to south Lincolnshire, while 
10.3mpg was delivered on the cross- 
country mix on the return to 
Warwick. 

Although this is a familiar circuit, 
the opportunity was taken to test out 
the satellite navigation system. As 
drivers who are accustomed to GPS 
will testify, it’s a far from perfect way 
of finding your way around. In 
Bedford it issued an instruction that 
would have taken the coach along a 
road with a weight restriction, while 
when passing MI junction 15 it 
thought this was the A509, which is 
junction 14. However, GPS avoided a 
mistaken turn from the M42 on to 
the M6 north when the Mé south 
was wanted, proving that the system 
can avoid embarrassing wrong turns. 


Facts & 


On-the-road price 


> Volvo 9700 


routeONE verdict 

The 9700 is a splendid coach. It is the 
best Volvo coach on the market and 
should have little difficulty winning 
orders. It drives brilliantly and holds 
the road extremely well. 

In particular it should appeal to 
operators who have standardised on 
Volvo for their other coaching 
requirements. Our test drive 
demonstrated that this is a coach 
with sufficient virtue to overcome 
resistance to a newcomer built in 
Poland. The proof of the pudding will 
be in the value realised when 9700s 
come on the second-hand market. 
The answer will depend upon the 
success with which Volvo is able to 
reassure the market that its parts and 
service is geared-up to provide the 
necessary support. 


Figures 


£225,000 


Length 12.2 metres 
Height 3.55 metres 
Width 2.55 metres 
Wheelbase 6 metres 
Engine horizontal six-cylinder Euro3 
Volvo DHI2 
Power 420bhp (309kW) @ 1,200rpm 
Torque ISOLBf.ft (204Nm) @ 1,200 rpm 
Gearbox automated |2-speed 
Volvo I-shift 
Unladen weight 13,740kg 
Gross vehicle weight 18,000kg 


Tyres 


315/80R 22.5 


routeONE rating 


8/10 
9/0 
8/10 
9/0 


Engine 
Ride 
Style 


Value for money 


Entrance has good handrails 


Performance 8/l0 


Handling 9/10 
Comfort 9/10 
Overall 9/10 


Tailored for premium coaching 
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Evaluating vehicles on an individual basis is fine, but how do the latest 
The A et hehind buses and coaches compare on the road? Come to the NEC in October 
and get behind the wheel* of a host of vehicles from leading marques all 
the W eel’ show in the same day. Not only can you pre-book to put vehicles through their 
paces on the open road, you can also put your skills to the test on a 
special driving skills test supervised by the Coach Displays team, 
organisers of the Brighton Rally. 


just another good reason to be part of Coach & Bus Live 2005. 


To pre-register for fast track entry and full details about 
your chance to win a luxury weekend for two in Rome, visit: 
www.coachandbuslive.com 


Coach & Bus Live, NEC Birmingham. Wednesday 5th —Thursday 6th October 2005 


* Participation in the test driving programme is available only to holders of an appropriate driving licence 
and subject to rules stipulated by the event organisers. See website for full details. 


routeONE 


_ guide to... 


The humble PC is now at the heart of almost every coach and bus operation 


computers 


in the country. Where once a computer was the exception, it is now the rule. 
And the applications have increased far beyond word-processing and 
spreadsheets. Whether it is in the workshop, traffic office, or the Managing 
Director’s desk, computers have a critical role in running your business 


T PAYS to keep up-to-date 

with the latest develop- 

ments when it comes to 

computer hardware and 
software. 

PCs have become so familiar 
that no operator is complete 
without them. And, we’re also 
aware that a PC gives you 
access to the internet, and 
many are getting wise to the 
possibilities that open up when 
you add-on satellite positioning 
technology. 

IF you want to know the 
location of your vehicles every 
two seconds... it’s possible. 
Recordings and downloads are, 


of course, available... via your PC. 


You can check drivers’ 
speeds, timesheets, routes 
taken, while giving you a 
mechanism for dealing with 
complaints or accidents. 

Then there’s options that are 
specifically targeting coach tour 
operators - quotations, coach 
hire and contract diary, 
invoicing, work ticket and roster 
production right through to 
management accounts and 
statistics. 

All this is at your finger tips as 
suppliers continue to fine-tune, 
enabling coach and bus 
operators to think positively 
about optimisation of both 
internal and external (online) 


systems, while the role of the 
internet becomes ever more 
important. 

Major updates of existing 
software packages are the 
order of the day. In some cases 
this is driven by new legislation 
such as the Working Time 
Directive, whereas in other 
cases the key factor is system 
functionality, and this is 
increasingly becoming available 
through dynamic web-based 
links. 

Meanwhile the spread of 
technology as a tool to improve 
efficiency is affecting even 
more aspects of running a 
business. 


Software worth its salt must 
allow speedy input of data. This 
in turn should give you very 
quick access to all key 
information. 

Even driver training - for so 
long an expensive and time- 
consuming on-the-road 
experience — has succumbed 
to IT. 

Route leaned and fuel 
efficient techniques can be 
taught using specially-tailored 
software. 

Should you want expert legal 
advice at the click of a mouse, 
that’s also available. Is there no 
end to what computers can 
do? 
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Ambitious systems plans ahead 


COACH DIRECT, the UK coach 
and bus booking service, 
continues to fine-tune its IT 


systems for the joint benefit of 
clients and operators alike. As 
Managing Director Karl Lapage 


explains: “The most important 
driving momentum right now is 
for us to fully exploit every 
booking enquiry by careful and 
planned optimisation of both 
our internal and external 
(online) systems.” 

As within most industry 
sectors, speed of response is 
the most critical factor for 
business success, and this is 
indeed very true within the 
transport sector where clients 
are looking for the right 
solution, both quickly and at 
the right price. 

Recent website work and 
enhancements to the back-end 
database have given Coach 
Direct a much swifter response 
mechanism for its clients. It has 
also seen the introduction of a 
much cleaner and optimised 
site where operators can 
quickly logon to view 
companies’ current ‘live’ jobs, 
and the facility to submit their 
quotations in ‘real time’ whilst 
online. 


Further enhancements to the 
site will soon see improved 
search facilities that will allow 
searches to be carried on 
particular day(s) that the 
operator knows he has 
availability, as well as improved 
searches under particular towns 
and/or counties across the UK. 

Looking further ahead, the 
company is currently under- 
taking a much wider functional 
overview that will (late 2005/ 
early 2006) see the rolling out 
of a dynamic web-based 
booking system, which will fully 
automate the front and back 
end process and give authorised 
users a wider range of facilities 
and enquiry/booking control. 

For the technically minded 
out there, this new system will 
be based on a fully resilient 
client/server architecture that 
will be provisioned on multiple 
web servers over an XDSL Link. 
® Contact Coach Direct on 
0870 550 2069 or visit 
www.coachdirect.co.uk 


Working Time Directive enhancement and new Tour Booking System 


DISTINCTIVE SYSTEMS has 
completed a major update to its 
private hire and contract 
booking system, and the York- 
based company also reports 
that its new Microsoft SQL 
Server 2000 based Tour Booking 
System (TBS) is now rapidly 
approaching completion. 

The Coach Manager PHC SQL 
upgrade takes care of all the 
statutory record keeping and 
reporting requirements 
imposed on operators by the 
new Road Transport (Working 
Time) Regulations. 

The update enhances the 
existing Driver Duties facility, to 
allow Periods of Availability to 
be recorded. The work ticket 
has been modified so that a 
driver can be automatically 
informed that the time at a 
destination is a Period of 
Availability as defined by the 
regulations. The work ticket also 
has an area for the driver to 
record actual duty and 
availability times. 

The update also includes 
reporting facilities to show the 
average weekly working time 
for each driver over the 17 or 
26 week reference period. 

"A lot of our existing Coach 


us about a possible update,” 
said Distinctive Systems 
Managing Director Mike 
Whitehead. “We've not only 
decided to make the 
enhancement a standard part of 
Coach Manager PHC, but we've 
also decided to build it into our 
Coach Assistant PHC product. 
Combined with our recent 
decision to incorporate both 
our Quotation and Pricing 
System and our Community 
Transport System into the entry 
level product, Coach Assistant 
now represents absolutely 
incredible value for money.” 

Although Distinctive Systems’ 
Tour Booking System (TBS) will 
be launched at Coach & Bus Live 
2005 on 5 - 6 October, individual 
demonstrations will commence 
well ahead of that date. 

TBS has been designed from 
the ground up to be a fully 
fledged client/server product. 
This not only guarantees a 
state-of-the-art foundation for 
an in-house reservation system, 
but also, for the first time ever, 
gives operators the capability of 
hosting their own fully featured 
Internet booking system. 

Internet booking capability will 
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[? of30 pipe 
ching Type [Stat Date/Time [Pickup [Pickup Port 


Toss 1745/2005 1400S How 


17-May-2005 07:30 08:00 High Street. BOSTON SPA 


17-May-2005 0310 0925 Arkham Bryan College 
17-May-2005 1545 16:00 — Askham Fields Lane, Ashhae Bryan 


be provided by the optional TBS 
Web Pack. The Pack will handle 
Internet enquiries, bookings and 
payments for both agents and 
direct clients. Agents and clients 
will have direct secure access to 
the reservation system with 
their bookings going directly 
into the database alongside 
those created by the operator's 
own staff. 

TBS will be launched with 
every last feature that a coach 
tour operator could possibly 
wish for, but over the 


functionality will be incorporated 
that will gradually open up the 
appeal of the system to an ever 
wider range of different types of 
operation. 

TBS is fully integrated with 
Coach Manager PHC SQL DSL's 
established SQL Server 2000- 
based private hire and contract 
booking system. 
®@ Contact Distinctive 
Systems on 01904 692269 or 
visit www.distinctive- 
systems.com 


guide to.. COMpuUters 


www -coachdirect-co-uk 


quality 
riven 


If you are not registered already, then you really need to be part of the 
‘growing’ Coach Direct Community. 


Sign up with us today in order to view our current “live” jobs and to submit 
your quotation(s) in “real time” Online. Simply visit the Operators section of 
our website and register your details — it's as simple as that! 


For more information visit our website, or read the additional editorial 
section within this Guide. You have nothing to lose and everything to gain — 


What are you waiting for? 


coach 
irect 


One Stop Software Solutions 
For the Future of Coach Travel 


* Are you confident all clients receive an invoice? 
* Can you provide Quotations, Confirmations, Invoices and Work Tickets quickly and efficiently? 
* Are you missing vehicle servicing or MOT dates? 


* Struggle with rooming lists, insurance returns and seating plans?” 


TAGtronics Ltd., Suite 410, Daisyfield Centre, Appleby Street, Blackburn, Lancashire, BB1 3BL 
Tel: 01254 297732 Fax:01254 698484 Email: sales@tagtronics.co.uk 
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Driving towards lower costs 


INOVAS LTD the award-winning 
driver training specialists, has 
launched version 3 of its 
market-leading driver training 
software system Video 
Reduction Trainer (VRT). The 
system was demonstrated for 
the first time at this year’s 56th 
UITP World Congress and 
Exhibition in Rome two weeks 
ago. 

Engine manufacturers and 
training providers are already in 
negotiation with Inovas to 
integrate and embed the 
system within current services 
offered. Additionally, evidence 
of drivers’ fuel efficiency and 
greenhouse gas reduction 
initiatives is an attraction. 

Stuart Miller, Sales Director 
said: “We knew we were onto 


something big and exciting 
when we demonstrated the 
working prototype to industry 
insiders in the winter of 2004.” 

During the four years since 
Inovas’ driver route training and 
hazard awareness system, VRT, 
was launched, the product has, 
in conjunction with the needs of 
global transport operators, 
evolved to become an 
extremely powerful tool for 
addressing the needs of both 
defensive and remedial driver 
training alike. 

The system encourages a 
more fuel-efficient driving style 
by measuring the acceleration, 
braking, fuel consumption and 
speed of their drive. When 
compared with the results of an 
‘expert’ driver the trainees, or 


indeed existing, older drivers, 
problem areas on the route can 
be identified at which for 
example excessive fuel has been 
used, sudden braking or quick 
acceleration has occurred. 

New and existing drivers can 
utilize the system to learn 
routes quickly and thoroughly, 
increasing their knowledge of 
detours, hazards and to 
highlight accident black spots, 
points of interest and fare 
stages. 

VRT is currently revolution- 
izing training throughout the 
industry with many global 
players across the UK, Europe 
and North America already 
benefiting from the system. 

“AS a leader of driver training 
solutions in the UK & Europe, 


we have extensive experience in 
providing market-leading, cost 
effective and beneficial driver 
training solutions that are widely 
deployed by a diverse customer 
base,” said Stuart Miller. 

“2005 will be an exciting year 
for Inovas with the commercial 
launch of industry-led new 
product developments and we 
welcome the challenges and 
opportunities that the European 
& North American transit market 
will bring us.” 

Inovas is also supported 
throughout Europe by business 
partners within Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Germany, The 
Netherlands and Sweden. 

@ Contact Inovas on 
01324 682268 or visit 
www.innovas.co.uk 


Journey logging and analysis 


MISSION IT Journey Logging 
Software can record the 
location of your vehicles every 
two seconds for up to 16 
hours. Using the new software, 
recordings can be downloaded 
and saved onto a PC. 

You can replay the whole 
route on a map, check speeds, 
stops, and start/finish times. 
This is an excellent way of 
checking drivers’ speeds, 
timesheets, routes taken and 
dealing with complaints or 
accidents. You can replay routes 
from different days side-by-side 
for comparison. 


Fully integrated reservations 


ROEVILLE COMPUTER SYSTEMS is 
the only software house to offer 
a fully integrated reservation 
suite for coach and tour 
operators. Its powerful software 
products, coupled with a flexible 
licensing plan and efficient, 
courteous support team makes 
Roeville software a clear winner, 
says the company. 

Its PH2000xp system handles 
all aspects of coach operation 
from quotations, coach hire and 
contract diary, invoicing, work 
ticket and roster production 
right through to management 
accounts and statistics. 

Tours 2000xp is the leading 
coach tour reservation system 


For each trip or route you 
can record the driver, vehicle, 
route description, date, client 
and other notes. It is then 
possible to view all trips by 
driver, vehicle, etc. 

You can add locations of 
importance to you (e.g. client 
sites or pick up/drop off points) 
which will be displayed on all 
maps. While replaying a route 
you can add notes and 
information about specific 
points in the journey (e.g. 
lunch breaks, accidents, 
breakdowns). 

The system uses a portable 


with features and flexibility far 
ahead of the field. It handles all 
aspects of tour, excursion and 
express bookings and has an 
impressive customer handling 
facility including data mining, 
Mailsort and e-mail support for 
pinpoint marketing accuracy. In 
addition to the usual tour 
reports, there is a full 
supporting gallery of 
management reports from 
budgets to final profit and loss. 
Webres.Net is its most recent 
system, offering an extremely 
scaleable and flexible data driven 
web site and public e-commerce 
portal into Tours 2000xp and 
PH2000xp. Hosted on its own 


GPS logging unit - these units 
can store up to 30,000 location 
points, giving you 16 hours of 
recording if you set the unit to 
take a reading every two 
seconds. Alternatively by taking 
a reading every 15 seconds you 
would be able to record for 125 
hours. 

A variety of units are available 
offering different recording 
capacities, battery life (typically 
about 10 hours) and in-vehicle 
chargers for you to choose 
from. They are portable and can 
be moved easily between 
vehicles. 


web-servers Webres.net is a 
totally managed solution 
offering the very best in terms 
of reliability, soeed and 
scalability. The data-driven web 
site is user configured to suit 
the operators changing needs, 
and there are tools for merging 
text and graphics to create an 
unlimited library of holiday 
itineraries. Tours automatically 
vanish from the system once 
they have departed ensuring the 
site is always fresh and up to 
date. 

Customers and travel agents 
can book on any of your tours 
or excursions in real time, with 
seamless card processing and 


This software will help reduce 
costs by allowing better trip 
optimisation and double- 
checking of drivers 
hours/mileages. At only £299 
for the software and portable 
GPS logging units from £150, a 
multi-vehicle solution is 
available for less than £1,000. 

As this system records 
location information to be 
downloaded when the vehicle 
returns, there are no running 
or airtime costs. 

@ Contact Mission IT on 
0845 225 5444 or visit www. 
transportsoftware.co.uk 


RDS 


alt WERT CS xe 


Roeville Reservation Suite 


instant ticketing - enabling you 
to sell your products 24/7 in 
much the same manner as the 
low-cost airlines. 

The Roeville team is already 
working on its generation of 
modular reservation systems, to 
be showcased at Coach & Bus 
Live 2005 in October. 

@ Contact Roeville on 
01302 841335 or visit 
www.roeville.com 
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Any reservations? 


Are you considering installing a 
new reservation system or updating 
your existing software, but feeling 
unsure about your next move? 
Look no further... 


Easy to use coach hire booking, contract and driver/vehicle 
allocation system - contains a graphical scheduler, sales 
ledger and online quotations facility using WebRes.Net. 


..it could be the best technology move you ever make. 


KP 


The leading coach tour reservation 
system suitable for companies of 
all sizes. 


web! Si 


Exclusive suppliers of this fully 
integrated tours, coach hire enquiries 
and e-commerce web booking 

system. Visit www.resdemo.com to 
try it for yourself. 


roeville 


nputer s ns 


Reservation Systems 
for the Bus and 
Coach Industry 


For more info call 


Trip and Fleet Management 


$365 


www.missionct.com 


One Off Trips 
Recurring Trips 

Diary & Scheduling 
Drivers 

Licences, MOT & Tax 
Passengers 

BSOG 

Police CRB 

Accounts 

Statistics & Reporting 


Integrated Mapping 


Feature packed 


Our Trip & Fleet Management Software 
has all of the features you need in a 
comprehensive and affordable system. 


Easily manage your one-off and recurring 
jobs, passengers, venues, vehicles and 
accounts. Record timesheets, police CRB 
checks, training courses and licences for 
drivers and monitor tax, MOT, licence 
requirements and servicing for vehicles. 


There are also extensive reports to go with 
every part of the system. 


Try before you buy 


We can supply a full version of our software 
to install and use for 30 days free of 
charge. You can then purchase and 
continue to use the software with all of 
your data intact, or you can uninstall it. 


Mission CT can be purchased for only 
£365, this includes the software and one 
year of support and upgrades. Visit our 
website for more information. 


Record and Replay Trips 


$299 


www.transportsoftware.co.uk 


Replay Routes 


Our new Journey Logging Software 
can record the location of your vehicles 
every two seconds for up to 16 hours. 
You can replay the whole route on a 
map, check speeds, stops, and 
start/finish times. 


Add locations of importance which will 
be displayed on all maps, and add notes 
and information about specific points 
and times in a journey. 


Save Money 


This system will allow better trip 
optimisation and double-checking of 
drivers hours/mileages. A small, por- 
table GPS logger records location infor- 
mation to download when the vehicle 
returns - eliminating running and airtime 
costs. 


Our software is only £299, MapPoint is 
£165 and portable GPS logging units 
that can be moved easily between 
vehicles are available from just £150. 


Replay Journeys 
Analyse Stops 
Start/Finish Times 
Check Speeds 
Resolve Complaints 
Compare Trips 
Validate Timesheets 
Custom Locations 


NO AIRTIME OR 
RUNNING COSTS 


GPS SYSTEMS WITH 


LIVE TRACKING ALSO 
AVAILABLE 


@ 0845 2255 444 
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Seamless connections 


TAGTRONICS’S VTO (Visual Traffic 
Office) and TAE (Tours & Excur- 
sions) software packages have 
now been in the marketplace 
for over seven years. 

The VTO package offers a way 
for clients to seamlessly enter 
an enquiry, whether it is a single 
journey, return or contract and 
print off quotes, confirmations, 
invoices and work tickets, all of 
which can be emailed directly 
from the software. 

The software also allows the 
inputting of pick up points, 
journey routes and key 
informa-tion regarding your 
customers, 

From the diary, which allows 
you to view jobs over a pre 
selected time period, you can 
enter the details of the job and 
copy scheduled work such as 
school runs week-on-week. You 
can also define different job 
types by colour coding and 
icons for airport transfer, trips 
abroad etc. Wherever you are in 
the software, the diary is always 
available to view. 

Many users send invoices and 
statements directly from the 


software by email and you can 
incorporate your company logo 
on all documentation. 

VTO allows you to put 
multiple jobs on one invoice 
and keep a comprehensive 
track of paid and unpaid jobs. 

Vehicle section allows you to 
log details of all servicing, MOTs 
and history of any parts 
purchased and fitted. 

TAE software simplifies the 
process of booking tours or 
excursions. 

Rooming listings, insurance 
reports and seat allocation are 
all a simple click of a button. 
The step-by-step process rules 
out any element of error by 
not allowing you to go to the 
next screen until the previous 
one is completed. 

We are currently developing 
new features as requested by 
our growing customer base 
and are constantly looking at 
new technologies which will be 
implemented in our forth 
coming product releases. 
® Contact Tagtronics on 
01254 697878 or visit 
www.tagtronics.co.uk 


guide to.. COMputers 


routeONE CONTACTS 


A K M Techservices 
01270 250829 

AutoPro Software UK 
01928 715962 
www.autoprosoftware.com 


Coach Direct 

0870 550 2069 
www.coachdirect.co.uk 
Distinctive Systems Ltd 
01904 692269 
www.distinctive-systems.com 
E P Morris & Co Ltd 

01527 556940 
www.epmorris.co.uk 
Grampian Software 

0870 050 0001 
www.grampian-software.co.uk 
Inovas 

01324 682268 
www.inovas.co.uk 

Journey Solutions 

020 7240 1819 


Mission IT 

0845 225 5444 
www.transportsoftware.co.uk 
Mobisoft (UK) LTD 

01993 700220 
www.mobisoft.com 
Omnibus Systems 

0161 683 3100 
www.omnibus-systems.co.uk 
Roeville Computer Systems Ltd 
01302 841333 
www.roeville.com 


Shaunsoft Ltd 
01768 779988 
www.shaunsoft.com 


Solutions E2 Ltd 
01473 604024 


Tagtronics Ltd 
01254 679898 
www.tagtronics.co.uk 


Technopoly Ltd 

01706 830930 
www.technopoly.co.uk 
Tracker Network UK Ltd 
01895 234567 
www.tracker-network.co.uk 
Trapeze Software 

0161 435 6009 
www.trapezesoftware.co.uk 


For further details of industry 
suppliers, manufacturers 

and operators obtain a copy 
of the routeoN& CONTACTS 
directory. Ring 0870 241 8745 

or email enquiries@route- 
one.net 


DRIVING TOWARDS: 


Advancing Driver Performance 


WER COSTS... 


If you are an Operator or a Training 


Inovas 


VRT is a unique route 
training and driving 
analysis software system. 


Developed in collaboration 
with the Transit Industry, 


Provider, we would like to hear from you. VRT is revolutionising training 
practices worldwide. 


| > Reduce Accidents & Incidents 
> Lower Fuel Costs & Gas Emissions 
> Improve Driver Training Efficiency 
> Increase Hazard Awareness & Route Knowledge = 
> Monitor & Assess Driving Skills 
> Aid Accident Investigation & Risk Assessment 


INOVAS 


www.inovas.co.uk - info@inovas.co.uk - T: +44 (0)1324 682268 - F: +44 (0)1324 682269 


Exhibiting at: 


in Sept. 2005 
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~.- ~~ © Don’t leave your Exchange 


» - ~ _ Coach bus and ; 
minibus sales to Classified 
Market Place 
People 


To advertise in 
the next issue of 
call Martin, 
Ricky or Dan on 


== ~~ |PRICE-LESS 

Ne > \2a stone 

Ring 0870 241 8745 for your ‘PRICE-LESS’ 
passport to FREE classified advertising 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


isers can be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 
committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 


routeONE Trader 


The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday 28 June — 2.00pm 


(SPR REEL CLR PS EE TS A FOOL POP RE CE EOI, IS CEE RI aT 
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Amber Travel 


(Scotland) 


96 Van Hool BIOM Mk4 
A/Con C/we boiler fridge 48rcl 
Monitors/video, all over white 
£55,000 + VAT 


89 Van Hool BIOM Mk2 
centre wc boiler fridge 
2t/v video 49rcl two tone Silver 
£22,000 + VAT 


96 Sprinter 312 
l6sts 3 point belt racks 
c/d player 
£8,000 + VAT 


91 814d 33 seater 
coach spec lap belts 
all over silver met 
£7,000 + VAT 


83 Jonckheere Jubilee 
5Ir/cl rear w/c lap belts 
all over white 
£5,000 + VAT 


Tel/Fax: (01888) 563474 


Abbey Coaches 


Mournmahon, Abbeyfeale 
C smerick 


[_ Tours ~ Pilgrimages ~ School Outing ~ Weddings 


VOLVO BI0M 1982 
53 SEATS 


VOLVO JONCKHEERE 1982 
57 SEATS 


Surplus to requirements as we have 
upgraded, no reasonable offer refused as 
the space is required. 


Tel: 00353 683 1232 
Fax: 00353 683 1789 


Two Volvo Mark Ill 
Plaxton Paramount 
3500 


53 reclining seats, radio, 
PA system, courier seat, 
single glazed side windows, 
good condition, 
one 1991, 
one 1990 


£20,000 each & VAT ono 
Call 01743 791208 


1985 SCANIA K112 JONCKHEER 
P599, 55 seats, seat belts, PA radio, 
P/P, will retest £9,000 + VAT 


1990 DAF CAETANO 
ALGARVE, 49 seats, seat belts, couri- 
er seat, PA radio, TV, video, toilet, PP, 
taxed and tested Oct 05 £13,000 + 
VAT 


01797 344164 (Kent) 
07860 624880 
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Exchange 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


New Mercedes 33 seat Luxury or 24 Seat Luxury Coach 
Spec Including Double Glazing, PA System and Satellite 
Navigation Only £4,000 Deposit — Immediate Delivery — 
20mpg — Only at Blythswood Motors Glasgow — Limited 
Stock also choice of used same terms. 


New MercedesTraveliners 8 Seats plus the Driver and 
Luggage plus choice of 4 used wheelchair with space for 
two 3 year warrenty & 60mpg — choice of colours. 


Blythswood Motors 
0141 221 3165 / 0141 639 6107 


SPARES 


Volvo B10M - full running 
gear with rec engine 
available for spares. 

Everything still starts and runs 


£2,500 ono 


01259 212802 
Scotland 


ANDREW'S 
=——2” 
1981 Leyland Gardner, Eastern 


coach-works 77 seats, MoT June 06, 
exterior yellow £4,000 + VAT 


Please note no belts fitted, photos 
available inside/exterior 


Tel: 01298 871222 


www.andrews-of-tideswell.co.uk 
F: 01298 872412 + E: info@andrews-of-tideswell.co.uk 


Anchor Garoge, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 8RB 


1994 Scania R113 CRB Van Hool 
49 seat exec 


1996 Iveco Beulas 
49 seats, full spec, MoT June 05 


1990 Mercedes 609 Minibus, 
25 seats 


1984 Leyland Olympian Double 
Decker, 77 seats 


A 


Contact Ann Soar 01283 742585 
For full specifications please visit our website 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 


Mercedes 29-seat coach 


2001 Mellor with coach back end, very 
nice condition, finance available 


£49,500 ono 


01259 212802 M-Line Scotland 


WATERMILL 
COACHES 


FRASERBURGH @ SCOTLAND 
1990 Neoplan Skyliner Auto 79 seats 
1986 Volvo B10M Van Hool 53 seats 
1990 Volvo B10M Van Hool 49 seats 
1994 Ford Transit 14 seats 
1998 Ford Transit 14 seats 
1998 Merc 711 Mellor Coach 29 seats 
1996 Merc 709 Leic Carr 29 seats 
1993 Merc 811 Auto Bus Coach 25 seats 
1993 Merc 709 Service Bus 29 seats 
1992 Merc 811 Service Bus 31 seats 
1992 Merc 709 Service Bus 27 seats 
1987 Merc 609 Service Bus 24 seats 


All above vehicles are taxed & tested 
Also various double deck buses available 
For further info and details please call: 


01346 513050 


Hunters of Loanhead 
Offers for sale 


1999 Volvo Bi0M 
Mk4 Van Hool T9 
49 seater, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, hot water boiler, 
video, monitor, seat belts, owned 
and maintained by us from new 


£100,000 + VAT 
Choice of 2 
0131 440 0704 


When responding 

to adverts, please 

mention that you 
saw it in 
route 


Direct tothe heart of the coach and bus industry 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


IARI RRK 


ae brader Exchange 


1989 Volvo BIOM Plaxton Paramount, 57 seater, tested £12,950 
1988 Volvo BIOM Duple 320, 57 seater, new test £8,950 
1995 Mercedes 811, 33 seat service bus sold with new test £7,500 
1985 Leyland Tiger Plaxton Paramount, 51 seater, tested untill Oct £3,750 


Part exchange considered on all above 
Spares available for: Bedford, Volvo, DAF, Leopard. 
Body parts also available: Plaxton, Berkhof and Bova 


Tel: David Finney - 07910 591503 
RRR RRR IRR K 


LEWIS COACHES WHITLAND 


“Ein Nod Yw Plesio” “We Aim To Please” 


1998 @ Dennis Javelin - GX Berkof 
Radial 
53 str + courier seat with arm 
rest, curtains, carpet, reversing 
camera, telephone point, radio/PA, 
MOT March 2006 exc. condition 


Dennis Javelin - GX Plaxton 
1998 @ Premier 350 

53 str with arm rests + courier, 

curtains, carpet, radio/PA. MOT 

Nov 2005 exc. condition 


Volvo BIOM Duple 320 
1989 @ 57 str, no structural corrossion, 
MOT Nov 2005 


Bedford 500 Plaxton 

1987 @ Paramount 3200 
35 str, excellent cond, MOT June 
2006 


Leyland Leopard Plaxton 

1981 © Supreme V 
53 str + courier seat, MOT Sept 
2005 


Genuine reason for the sale of 
vehicles - 


Restructuring of business due to 
loss of contract. 


For more info ring: 


01994 240274 


Family run business Hoggies Travel are 
selling 1999 Iveco Belaus, 49 seats full 
executive spec, 2 monitors, 12 
months test, vehicle comes with sub- 
stantial amount of tour work if 
required, vehicle can be viewed on 
website, sale due to driver shortage. 


£87,500 ono 


Contact Pete 
01226 288581 or 07843 593488 


www.hoggiestravel.co.uk 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


1995 Bova Futura, full executive 
coach, 3! seats with toilet, TV & Video, 
Air Con., PSV MoT Feb. ’06, 

£45,750 ono + VAT 


2001 Mercedes 814D Vario, taxed, 
PSV, MoT Sept. ’05, plain white, side 
skirts, drop well boot, smart coach, 
£33,750 ono + VAT 


1992 Volvo BIOM Excalibur, 49 seats 
+ toilet, brand new fitted engine by 
Volvo Aug. 03, (approx 10,000) PSV 
Coif, £31,500 ono + VAT 


1999 Mercedes 814D, 33 seats, 3 
point belts, Autobus, Nouvelle 2, air 
con, 3 TV’s, lovely coach, PSV, Coif, 
taxed, MoT Jan. '06, 

£27,500 ono + VAT 


2001 Mercedes 413 CDI Sprinter, 
16 seats or 4 seats/5 wheelchairs, long 
wheelbase, fully automatic, underfloor 
lift, taxed, PSV, Coif, MoT April '06, 
£18,500 ono + VAT 


2000 Mercedes 410D Sprinter, long 
wheelbase, 16 seats with 3 point belts, 
plain whire, Taxed, MoT, PSV, Coif Jan. 
‘06, executive standard, 

£16,500 ono + VAT 


1994 Mercedes 609D, 24 seater 
coach, concept coachcraft, 6 wheel- 
chairs, rear underfloor lift, fully tracked, 
PSV, Taxed, MoT Oct, '05, £6,250 ono 
+ VAT 


1998 Renault Master LM35D, 
Welfare Bus, 8 seats with belts, unwin 
tracking with wheelchair ramp, rear air 
suspension, lots of extras, very good 
condition, £5,750 ono + VAT 


R Reg Fiat Ducato 2.5 Maxi Long 
Wheelbase, high roof Minibus, 8 seats 
with unwin tracking, 3kg rear lift, elec- 
tric side step, 4 seats plus 3 wheel- 
chairs, lots of extras, mint condition, 
£5,550 ono + VAT 


L Reg Volkswagen 57D Transporter, 
long wheelbase Minibus, 12 seats with 
belts, rear heating, side door entry, PSV, 
Coif, | Year MoT, £2,350 ono + VAT 


Al MINIBUS & COACH LTD 


Tel: 01592 713443 
Fax: 01592 715294 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


DREW WILSON 


BUS AND COACH SALES 


Tel/Fax: 01412 485524 - Mobile: 07764 200444 


epee 1993 (L) Dennis Javelin Wadham 


Stringer, 70 3 


1982/85 Leyland 
Olympian, 

74 seats, long 

MoTs, choice of 4 
£3,300 each 


1994/96 Dennis 
Javelin/UVG Bodies, choice 
of 3, 60 new cogent seats, 3 point 
belts, manual, rear boot + under 
floor luggage, new MoT's, 
1994 - £30,000 
1996 - £38,000 each 
1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 49 retrimmed seats plus WIC, 
new MoT, cont door, alloys, MoT Nov 05, A/C, ex fraser eagle, 
£42,500 
1999 T B10M Prem 350, 49 seats, centre WIC, drinks, white, A/C, 
new MoT, £88,000 
1996 (N) B10M Van Hool Alizee, 51 rec seats, centre WIC, AIC, 
DVD, 55,3107km, new MoT, £67,500 
1997 (P) Dennis Javelin, u.v,g.Body, 57 new Cogent seats, 3 point 
belts, white exterior, wheeltrims, radio, cassette, manual, new MoT, 
£36,500 
3x Leyland Atlantions, \, 78/79 seats, MoT, £2,250 each 
1990 P/P Neoplan Skyliner, 79 seats, auto, full coach spec, MoT 
20/10/05, Merc V8 engine, ZF auto, £29,000 
1992 K Mercedes 709/811 Service buses, 27/31 seats, Mol, 
manual, £3,750 
1993 K/L reg Mercedes 709, 29 seats, manual, MoT, £3,750 
1993 L Mercedes 811 Auto Bus Classique, 25 seats, full coach 
spec, white, £7,000 
1996 P Mercedes 709 Leicester Carrage, 29 seats D/P, P/D, 
£13,000 
1998 R Mercedes 711 Mellor Coach Craft, 29 seats, coach spec, 
£17,500 
1990 H Volvo B10M Van Hool, 49 seats plus WIC, MoT Jan 06, 
£23,000 
1986 Volvo B10M Van Hool, 53 seats, re-trimmed, MoT 6/3/06, 
£14,000 
1999 (T) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 48 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new 
MoT repainted white, £79,000 
1998 (S) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 51 recliners, tolet, full coach spec, new 
MoT, repainted white, £72,500 
1996 Volvo B10M Premiere 350, 53 seats, crew seat, rear continental door, 
double glazing £54,000 
1992 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 51 rec seats + crew seat, 
TVivideo, retarder £23,000 
1990 Volvo B10 Van Hol Alizee, 51 seats, W/C, DVD, new retrim, MoT July 
05, brown interior, white exterior, 400,000km, £23,000 
1998 (R) Mercedes 614D, 24 coach seats, TV/Video, boot, luggage rack, 
thights, manual g/box, 180,000km, £20,000 
1988 Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, MoT 01.03.2005, ZF 65P. 57 recliners, 
white, good condition for year, £15,000 
1995 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 53 seats, Mot expiry: 03/06, 
£48,000 
1997 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 49/53 seats, MoT expiry: 03/06 
£65,000 
1996 Volvo B10M Jonckheere, 49/53 seats, new MoT £58,000 
1994 Volvo B1OM Van Hool, 49/53 seats, MoT £48,000 
2004 Mercedes 614D Excel Conversion, 24 coach seats, 3 point belt, deep 
boot, power door, reading lights, luggage rack, manual gearbox, 20,000km, 
MoT 9/05, V.G.C, £43,500 
1988 Scania K112 Plaxton Paramount 3500, 49 retrimmed recliners, cen 
tre sunken toilet, crew seat, continental door £12,000 


When responding 

to adverts, please 

mention that you 
saw it in 


route 


Advertise 
in 
Exchange 


for only 

£45.50 
fora 

5cm xX 1 

column box 

or book 
for 

3 weeks 

and get 

1 week 


FREE 


Tel: 
0870 241 8745 


or Fax: 
0870 241 8891 


E-mail: 


sales @route-one.net 
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MERCEDES 0404 HISPANO VITA 2000 W 
Reg, ZF auto, 49 recliners, centre continental 
door and toilet, tv/video air conditioning, very 
high spec, must be seen and driven, 2 avail- 
MDG sas ssiesosesoccessvsen 


MCW METROBUS MARK II,1988 F reg, 73 
bus seats, Gardner/Voith, very clean ready to 
work with new MOT 


SCANIA K112 JONCKHEERE P599, 1988 
PP 49 seats + centre toilet, very good condition. 
Must be seen 


Briana 
Piet: al Th = 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON DERWENT, 70 


seater school bus, HB seats with 
belts.... 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ECW 
(LOW HEIGHT), 1984 A Reg, 77 seats, new 
MOT. 


SCANIA 113 ALEXANDER R TYPE 1990 H 
Reg, single door, 76 seats MOT DeC........s00 


DENNIS DART CARLYLE BODY,1990 H Reg, 


28 seats, various MOTs, choice from 


LEYLAND LYNX, 1991 J Reg, fully repainted 


and new seatbelt installation, plus new MoT... 


Ready for use NOW! 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1995/96, P Reg, 27/29 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO PLAXTON 
BEAVER 2, 1998 R Reg, 27 seats + pen, 
manual gearbox. 1 now in stock..... 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO PLAXTON 
BEAVER Il, 1997 P Reg, 27 bus seats + lug- 
gage pen, , choice of 7 


MERCEDES 709D MARSHALL BODY, 23 


seats, 1 remaining, new test, repainted. 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO PLAXTON 
BEAVER 2, 1997 P Reg, 27 seats + luggage 
pen, manual gearbox. Very clean. Only 5 
remaining. 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1993/94/95/96 L, M & N Reg, 23/25 seats, very 
clean. Choice of many .. csi 


Sa ee eS G 
MAN 11.220 MARSHALL BODY,1995 N 
Reg, 38 bus seats, long MoT, last 1 remaining 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT 
(Narrow py ea of older, J, K & L reg. 


Direct from service .. 


Mercedes Rental: 1 week to 1 year, 29-33 Bus or Coach seats - Credit Card Payments Welcome 


MERCEDES 709D WADHAM STRINGER ‘WESSEX’ 1995 M Reg, 29 seats, Alison Auto.. VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 1986 C Reg, 49 + toilet, plain white. 

MERCEDES 709D PLAXTON BEAVER 1988 F Reg, 25 HB seats (needs retrim). LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Volvo repower, vgc, choice of 2 from... 

MERCEDES 709D Van conversion, 1993 K Reg, 20 high back coach seats, with belts, plain TBP (FREEWAY) 1996 PP (SLF) Yes (super low floor) 24 seats, ideal spare Vehicle for sUinet fw con- 
tract. Choice of 2. 
LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Rebodied 1998, Gardner engine, ZF auto gearbox, twin door, 24 
seats/48 standing, ideal docks/airport etc. 
LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ALEXANDER BODY, 1988, E Reg, 78 seats, cummins/ZF, good condition 
throughout. 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


5 MINUTES FROM 
JUNCTION 15, 

M6 10 MINUTES FROM 
JUNCTION 14 


email: martin@staffordbuscentre.com 
07803 222552 Mobile 


STOCK CHANGING DAILY 
LICENSED CREDIT 


BROKER 01782 791774 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


From open tops - Volvo - Leyland Lions - Olympains - 
BOVA Scania - Alexander - Metro buses - Dominators - 


e 
Coach Finance Routemasters to coachs - Neoplan & Volvo deckers - all 
BOVA FUTURA, 1983, lots of work done for Mol, space wader one roof. p/x - terms welcome Blythswood Motors 


e e 
Specialists required, must ell £3,000 ono VAT 07909 788 980 141 291 3165 or O141 639 6107 (Eves) 


co aa 


FORD PLAXTON PARAMOUNT R111S, 1985 Just 
out of Mot, Two owners, good spare coach, will Mot @ cost 


The most comprehensive A5 industry directory 


L.J. EDWARDS 


Executive Coach Hire - Hailsham 


One of the most experienced providers 
of finance to the PCV operator. 
Whatever your finance requirement - we 


talk your. language. £1,000 ono +VAT 01501 771496 

deceit lyse ade acl FORD TRANSIT 2.5DI‘R’ reg PSV, 14/8 seater, rear 
m, StereolPA seats on tracking, recent luxury conversion costing £4,500, 
yates photos available £4,950 +VAT Crusade Travel 01785 

1999 (T) BOVA FUTURA EXECUTIVE COACH 714124 (Staffs) 

49 Reclining Seats, Air-Conditioning, Seat Belts, 
ig et lps deel ecco FORD TRANSIT, W reg (2000), 190 long cube, 17 seats, 
2.5D, ABS, MoT April 06, Tacho, only 30,000 warranted miles 
Eves/wkends: 07850 500501 / 07831 555377 ‘ora ape mit £5,995 +VAT 01752 701110 or 07710 146731 


Anda 
FORD TRANSIT, W reg (2000), 190 long cube, 17 seats, 
2.5D, ABS, MoT Feb 06, Tacho, only 47,000 warranted miles 


Email: sales@ibfc-assetfinance.com 
£5,995 ono *VAT 01752 701110 or 07710 146731 


Selling an Ayats for under £6,000? Then take advantage of our 
offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 0870 aS: FORD TRANSIT, W reg (2000), 190 long cube, 17 seats, 
24) 8745 for details. 2.5D, auto gearbox ABS, MoT April 06, Tacho, only 71,000 


DAF MB200 VIEWMASTER, 1982 belted, toilet, cof; warranted miles, dent over wheel arch - hence price 
fee machine, owned by us 10 years, garage maintained, test- £4,995 ono +VAT 01752 701110 or 07710 146731 
ed until August. £4,750 +VAT 01702 540456 (Southend) 


DAF 2300 CAETANO, 1989, 53-seats, tested until 
2/11/05, good condition but two steamy windows IVECO 49-10 Coleman-Milne conversion, 19 seats, plug 
£4,000 ono +VAT 01225 891404 (Bath) door, wheel discs, good cond, 12 months Mol £2,950 ono 


DAF IV 1980, ports orto drive £500 +VAT Tel: 00 353 44 “VAT 07753 670745 
40825 Fax: 00 353 44 4280 


1988 VOVLO CITYBUS: 85 seats + 14 standees very 
good tyres, seats & body work - £17,000 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN open top: very very good condi- 
tion, ready to work, tested with a top cover, have been very 


very well maintained, 69 seat Blythswood Motors 0141 221 yd a ; 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) good condition, just tested possible H/P 


MCW x 5 Metro Buses, 1979 - 1985 all with Mol’s, Metro Some Denti VAT 


spares also available. from £2,000 to £3,000 +VAT 01707 Tel. 01369 703500 


MAN 350, ZF auto, 53 r/s & belts, toilet, bunk, Y | 644692 (Birmingham) 


240v, 2 x TV, DVD/video, hot water machine, 
fridge, air conditioning, MOT March 06, Excellent { 

LEYLAND OLYMPIAN DOUBLE 
DECK BUSES (CHOICE OF FOUR) 


2 x 49 seat executive 97/98 Iveco 
Beaulas Stergo E Euroriders, 
TV, stereo, coffee making, toilets etc., 


condition, part exchange considered £POA 


Finance can be arranged, subject to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 


PARTS WANTED FOR 
1987 BEDFORD DUPLE 


1983 Bedford YNT Turbo 


53 seater, seat belts, power steer- 
ing, radio cassette, new PSV test 
until May 2006. 


£1,250 ono + vat 


SPUSLUDSIZABAPL ANOA odveIid 0} F7Z8 IPT OZL8O SUI] PIIZISSEID 


@ 2 x Windscreens O/S & N/S 


@ Seat bases G.Abbot & Sons, Leeming, North Yorks 


01677 422858 / 422579 


@ Reading lamps 
@ Exhaust down pipe 


@ OSS King Pin set BEDFORD YNV PLAXTON PARAMOUNT MK2, 
1985, 53 seats, excellent condition throughout, Mot, taxed 3 x 1985 - | x 1982 
Other parts also possibly of interest | _ still used on private hire £3,250 ono +VAT 01603 720628 Gardner Engine - Hydro Cyclic Gearboxes 
/ 01603 721293 i : 7 
. ong MOT’s - Available now - Ready to work 
Call Linda or George BEDFORD LAZER 1500 TURBO, 1983, 6-peed ZF £4.000 
01227 742 909 recon engine, no Mol, complete coach - will drive £700 ono 9 + VAT 


+VAT 01501 771496 
BEDFORD PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 53secter, Call 01383 620600 - 07787 573276 for full details 
BEDFORD 500 TURBO CAZER, 1983, recon engine, seatbelts, vgc inside & out, MoT and tax, plain white - no let- 
6 speed ZF gearbox, complete original coach no Mot £700 — tering, power door, power steering £3,000 VAT 01702 
ono +VAT 01501 771496 342742 


Delivery considered 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm _ ss routeONE 23 june 2005 37 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advert 


routeONE | PYa@EF vehicle sales 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV CONVOY, 1997, Peugeot Turbo, Transit box, high 
roof, concept coach, front entry, PSV MoT May 06, engine oil 
leak - hence price. £2,500 +VAT 01656 786181 


LDV CONVOY W reg 17 seater, slide loading door, tax, 
tested and COIF til 2006, excellent condition £6,000 +VAT 
KP Cabs 07976 833005 


LDV CONVOY, 1999, hi-toof, 17-seater, Tax, Test & COiF, 
2.5 Ford engine £3,500 +VAT 07775 623686 (E Yorks) 


LDV CONVOY HI-TOP factory built, 17-seater, MoT end 
Aug 05 £1,800 no VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283020 


38 23 June 2005 routeONE 


Mercedes 709 - 814 
16 - 33 seats / Coach & Bus spec / Diptac / Seatbelt options 
PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK - call for a no obligation quotation 


Immediate availability, nationwide delivery can be arranged, all major credit cards welcome 


SO = 


LDV CONVOY, 16 seats, 2001, MoT to Dec 05, taxed to 
Nov, very good cond £5,500 +VAT 01788 521818 or 
07969 669606 


> 


LEYLAND TIGER, East Lancs rebody with 49 belted seats 
£3,950 +VAT Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 or Mobile 
07803 222552 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, VOLVO repow- 
er, VGC, choice of 2 from £3,750 +VAT Stafford Bus Centre 
01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, rebodied 1998, 
Gardner engine, ZF auto g/box, twin door, 24 seats/ 48 
standing £2,250 +VAT Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 
or Mobile 07803 222552 


LEYLAND LEOPARD DUPLE DOM IV, 1982 6 speed 
manual box, 57 seater with seatbelts, Mot March 2006, 
Toxed, clean for year £1,750 +VAT 01772 749358 


LEYLAND Double Deck 1977 Coach built Training Bus 
Front Destination, Semi Auto Gearbox, Power Centre Door, TV 
& Video, Tested, 9 KW Generator serving 10 computer sta- 
tions with swivel seats, forced air ventilation throughout, 
emergency exit from top deck, TV and video, burglar and fire 
alarm, heavy tinted glass throughout, equipped for wheel- 
chair access ramp, can be delivered Blythswood Motors 0141 
221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND TIGER VAN HOOL ALIZEE, 1984, 57- 
seater, re-con g/box, VGC inside & out, maintained regard- 
less of cost, MoT to Nov 2005, private plate £5,900 ono 
+VAT 07753 670745 


~ 
bus/coach rentals 


Mercedes 709D — 1994, Plaxton body 


25 retrimmed coach seats seatbelts. Repainted in diamond white, long MOT, 
£8950 + VAT. P/ex considered. Finance available subject to status. 


LEYLAND TIGER, 1983, Ploxton Paramount 3500, 53 
retrimmed seats - all belted, new stretch panels, semi-auto, 
good cond, private plate, MoT to March 2006 £4,500 ono 
+VAT 07753 670745 


LEYLAND TIGER, 1984, 49 seats & toilet, manual 
g/box, tidy vehicle - tested to Feb 2006 £3,250 +VAT 
01287 630434 


LEYLAND ATLANTEANS, single deck x 2, one tested to 
March 06, both rebodied and very clean £2,500 and £2,000 
ono +VAT 01482 890616 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our offer and advertise it here for 
FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


MERCEDES - BENZ VITO TRAVELINER : 9 seater 
great finish and performance available now in choice of 
engine, long or extra long wheelbase, can take up to 3 
wheelchairs, immediate delivery, metallic paint in stock p/x 
welcome from £17,250 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 
221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ SPRINTERS : 16 seaters with 
coach back end, boot, panoramic windows, forced air venti- 
lation, or air conditioned, immediate delivery all with power 
doors plus immediate delivery 413 Sprinter wheelchair - Vito 
with 3 wheelchairs. Immediate Del. p/x welcome 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Updated and produced twice-a-year 


MERCEDES - BENZ Service Buses 1997 to 2000 Low 
Mileages also Mercedes Dual Purpose 29 & 33 Upgraded 
Seats plus Standees fitted exhaust brakes and Telma Some 
Kneeling up to 18 MPG in Service Air Suspension 
£Blythswood Motors 0147 221 3165 or 0147 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D WADHAM STRINGER 
“WESSEX’ 1995, 29 seats, Allison auto £5,590 +VAT 
Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D PLAXTON BEAVER 
1988, 25 high-back seats (needs retrim) £1,195 +VAT 
Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609D, 24 seats, 1992, white, 
power door, Tax December, R.0.1 £6,000 +VAT 00353 
872967725 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609, 1988, 23-seater, hi-back 
seats with lap belts, slam door, new MoT April 06 £2,200 
+VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283020 


MERCEDES - BENZ 410D, 1994 (L reg) luxury 16 
seats, o/s emergency door, 10 months PSV test, taxed, will 
exchange for Peugeot/ Citroen/ SWB £2,500 no VAT 
01639 899629 or 07747 770595 


> 


Selling a Minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


W and X Reg Mercedes S 


Vario 24 Seater 
belts, 


WWW HOLLOWAVCOMMERCIALS.CO.UK 


01302 656661 — 


TOYOTA 


AY 


4 weeks delivery 
spec. 4 weeks delivery 


4 weeks delivery 


WESTERN 
COMMERCIAL 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 


814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 29/33 seats, L+D belts, Bus Chassis bus 
body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage racks, 


814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 
614 MERCEDES, 24 seats, power door, deep boot 


311 MERCEDES, 17 seats, factory built coach spec, Stock 
USED USED USED USED USED USED 


2001 (Y) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seats, Power door 
4999 (T) FORD TRANSIT, 17 seats 
4999 (T) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seat, deep boot. Choice 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE 


Lux Spec Minicoach 


PAS ¢ 16 high back M2 seats on tracking * Soft tim « 
3 point inertia belts with certificate * Bonded glass 
tinted windows © Parcel racks © Quad ar 


53 Plate Convoy Max, front entry, door step, high spec including 
TV, video, luggage area etc SPOA 

02 Plate Convoy, Ford Turbo, Dura-torqu engine, front entry, luxury 
spec, heater, drop step etc. Full test. Low miles £11,995 or £69 per week 
T Plate Convoy Turbo, luxury front entry minicoach £7,995 


Mercedes 311, 3132, 


411 & 413 ¢ 


Tel: 0161 4069904 or 0161 4069322 
Mike 07778 633561 
or Ray 07801 972537 
www.conceptcoachcraft.com 


AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


= Family Established Business 1921 rac ZZ 


MINIBUS SALES 
NEW 
£15,750 


.£15,250 
£17,350 


LDV Convoy 90 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS School Spec: 
Pre registered LDV stock available delivery miles only on request. 
Pre reg., Ford Transit 17 seat 115PS white AC tacho. 
Pre reg, Ford Transit 17 seat 137PS white AC tacho 

USED 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat Minibus 125PS 15000mls CoiF/PSV 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat Minibus 90PS 15000mlIs Coif/PSV.... £17,250 
03 (53) Ford Transit 17 seat Minibus 90PS 16000mIs Coif/PSV.... £16,250 
02 (02) Ford Transit 16 seat M/H/R LWB Twins s/l doors. COIF............-:10esee £10,250 
04 (54) LDV Convoy School Spec Minibus 2.4ltr/75ps in white, Easiclean Floor, 
luggage racks, delivery miles £15,250 
04 (54) LDV Convoy 8 seat Executive Minibus, air con, leather seats, delivery miles 


£19,245 
£19,945 


£17,950 


03 (53) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90PS 17771mls Coif/PSV. 

03 (03) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90PS 24000mls Tow Bar Tachograph, 
BASIOISSVINYUGOOK, IE FOC) asics cowie Anavin aati ancihaasatinarudinenicaienmaasinesle tocnninandnvixanst £11,750 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof wheelchair accessible minibus 2.4Dura, 8 seats or 

6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs, underfloor chair lift, electric side load door step, 
29591 miles. 


2002 (02) LDV Convoy High Roof, 17 seat wheelchair accessible minibus. 75 PS, 13 
seats plus Unwin tracking to accomodate 1 large wheelchair or 13 seats plus 2 x small 


wheelchairs, Ratcliffe underfloor lift, 44,000 miles £11,995 
The above vehicles are subject to VAT. Finance and extended warranties are available. 
All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV. Visit our website to view above stock. 


ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES, NP4 8AN 


10 minutes Junction 25A of M4 Motorway 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Trader vehicie sales 


Accessible coaching 
for all generations. 


Style, comfort, practicality — 
an unbeatable package 


@ 16 seats or up to 6 wheelchairs 
@ A range of seat and lift options 
@ Comprehensive 3 year warranty 


Backed by the pedigree of PLAXTON, commanding almost 100 years of 
building coaches for discerning clients. 
All this at a price which could be more affordable than you might think. 


Limited number of standard specification coaches 
available for imminent delivery 


From just £49,950.00 


Call NOW for details. 


mi PLAXTON 


Plaxton Limited Coach Sales Centre, 


Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S25 4€S 


Tel: OISO9 SSIIG6 Fax: OIS09 567994 wuw.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 


ISUZU HIJET P reg , converted for 1 wheelchair, 2 side 
slide loading doors, portable fold-up ramp £600 +VAT KP 
Cabs 07976 833005 


Selling a minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


OPTARE METRORIDER, K reg, 31 bus seats, Cummins 
engine, Allison auto box, MoT to April 06 £2,000 +VAT 
01473 823243 - Tom 


RENAULT MINI COACH, 1992, diesel, 16-coach seats, 
large storage, 160,000 miles, T&1, beautiful interior, ex cond 
for year £2,500 +VAT 01959 574051 


—)— J —) 
Srest ige Coach ing 


TOYOTA IUCIDA (disabled vehicle) 1995, N reg, 40,000 
miles, met silver seats, 2.2 turbo diesel, twin sunroofs, air 
con, PAS, full elecs, very rare vehicle, very clean, elec dis- 
abled seat £5,495 +VAT Farm Cars 01892 540421 


1 | 


Ano asveid 03 $728 IPT OZ8O SUIY PIIZISSEID 


Selling a Scania for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


are. 


FOOTBALL TEAM COACH 


1998 Berkhof Axial VIP, 
' Scania 113 engine, easy shift gearbox, 
. 30 leather seats inc lounge, 8 tables, 
of Se anenpabgphe meee 
soba Fenton 10s DVD.VHS,TV 


If you require any 
information, please 
call Matt Collis on 


01275 839 839 


a 


S}UDWIDSIZADAP 
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Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


SETRA S4I5HD 2003 


49 ambient seats, twin courier, centre sunken toi- 
let, power operated continental door, 2 x drop 
down monitors, water boiler, fridge, air con, sat 
nav, manual gearbox, exterior metallic dark red, 
unlettered, 140,000km. 


£185,000 +vaT 


Break Away Coach Holidays 
tel: 07785 563385 


VAN HOOL MAN 1982, parts or to drive £ 1,000 +VAT 
Tel: 00 353 44 40825 Fax: 00 353 44 42280 


1994 Vanhool EOS 90 


53-seater & courier, video and 
monitor, drinks machine, 
reversing camera, rear 
continental door, MoT to Jan 06 
£428,000 £46,000 
P/X Cons 


01924 464771 


VOLVO B10M 3500, 1984, parts or to drive £1,500 
+VAT Tel: 00 353 44 40825 Fax: 00 353 44 42280 


@ Volvo BIOM Berkhoff, 95 (M), 1000 
low driver, 51 seats, rear WC, fridge, 


Telmer, Webasto, coffee, excellent condi- 
tion, owned from new £42,500 ono 


@ Volvo BIOM Jonckheere, 95 (M), low 
driver, 51 seats, centre WC, excellent con- 


dition £42,500 


For more details please call Chris on: 


01443 670 095 or 
07880 727 773 


BLUEBIRD COACHES 


1993 Volvo B9M Premier, 43 recliners 
with belts, air-con, CD player, double 


glazed, carpets & cu in new MoT. 


OU 


SUPER LOW FLOOR BARGAINS : from Mini Darts - 
29 seats to 10.1 35 seats to 10.7 metre 44 seats all tested 
and with roll on ramps - what a selection & low low prices. 
1997 to 2001 up to 37 seats & all + wheelchair in stock now 
lowest floor lowest price 97 Plaxton 35 seats only £35,000 
also new Mini Darts @ £80,000 & 10.1 @ £86,000 immedi- 
ate delivery + 11.5 metre Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


12-METRE SERVICE BUSES Neoplan super low floor 
with racking for luggage (huge area) airport and service 
Cummins zf auto/Telma/ wheelchair accessible 1999 
£39,000 only low miles 1990 Scania Alexander 51 Seats + 
22 Standees, Auto Drivers Training Vehicle, Extra Hand Brake 
for Instructor, £8,000 plus VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


SURPLUS TO REQUIREMENTS 


2005 Mercedes Spriter Luxury Onyx conversion 
with tail-lift, 1 1,000km. £32,000 ono 


1999 Volvo BIOM Plaxton Premier 3500 totally 
refurbished and immaculate inside & 

out. . - £81,500 ono 
2001 Iveco Beulas, 75,000km.. --.£95,000 ono 


1985 Scania Berkhof 77 seater double deck- 
Pi sciaaniancaseth cantnsninagacnsusiaseesss sosssesee £12,000 ono 


2 x 1984 Leyland Olympian Double deckers, 80 
ee ee eee £4,000 each 


2002 Citroen C15 Van, support vehicle.£3,500 ono 


Monaco MSLT Motorhome, 37ft, every extra, cum- 
mins engine, Allison Auto................-£85,000+vaT 


Set of double decker column lifts (22.5 tonne).£4,500 


01506 826444 
07785 286708 


1998 S Registration Volvo Minstral Jonckheere Tri-axle Coach 
Sunken toilet & Continental door, MOT till March 2006, maintained by Volvo Main 
Dealer to a very high standard, stock white, some work required to the interior hence 
the price. 


£59,500 +VAT 


Also ‘R’ registration Scania for sale. 


Telephone: 01661 854241 Mobile: 07721 752907 


Vehicle 


Volvo Caetano B10M 49/53 Str 


Volvo Caetano B10M 53 Str 
Ac] 

ercedes Vario 24 Str 

ercedes 611 24 Str 

Ford Transit 100 8 Str 

Ford Transit 120 8 Str 

Ford Transit 100 8 Str 

Ford Transit 150 8 Str 

Ford Transit 150 15 Str 

LDV Convoy H Roof 8 Str 

LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 

LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 

LDV Pilot 8 Str 

LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 

Renault Master 16 Str 

Citroen Van 


REID'S COACHES, RHYNIE 


MOT 
11/05 
05/06 


Price 
£42,000 
£5,000 


Year 
1996 
1986 


£16,000 
£9,500 
£4,800 
£2,300 
£8,600 
£6,500 
£2,600 
£4,500 
£6,750 
£2,800 
£650 
£6,750 
£13,000 
£3,100 


998 03/06 
1995 04/06 
1998 11/05 
1994 03/06 
2003 02/06 
2000 03/06 
994 04/06 
2000 02/06 
2000 05/06 
1996 05/06 
1994 09/05 
2000 04/06 
2001 03/06 
2002 09/05 


Tel. 01464 861212 or 07831 173681 


Are you getting the full picture? 
routeONE ON TOUR shows you how. 
Make sure you get your copy every 
month. Call 0870 2418745 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


Media planners and advertisers can be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 


they need before committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 
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Ayat Bravo, reg March 2002, 73 
recliners, WC, air conditioning, 4 
x TV monitors, MoT May 2006, 
fridge, webasto 


nn 
EQ 


MoT No 
We 


ridges, 


4 Ayat Atlas 2001, Sitti 53 
recliners, oe onitors, 


7 x Scania Double Deckers, some 
with seat belts. All in good 
condition, various MoTs 


1) 


ADDING VALUE TO YOUR BUSINESS. 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


-_ 
VY 
VOLO BA OVA LAF ON 3500 
1990 G Weed Tage rked recliners in blue 
graffitL gy gine kit fitted by Volvo 


(3 years), toilet, Mot till August ‘06 


G REG MERCEDES 814 PHOENIX BODY 
28 full size belted coach seats, will up to 30 seats, 
extra legroom, this vehicle was fully refurbished two 
years ago. Mot April 06 


routeONE | WFAGEF vehicie sales 


Volvo/Joncheere selection of vehicles for immediate disposal, 
all with current MOT’s, manual gearbox and painted the same. 


Reg No. DOFR Seats Toilet MOT Exp. Sale Price 


M735 KJU 1/3/1995 49/53 Centre  Sep-05 
M734 KJU 1/3/1995 49/53 Centre Sep-05 
GLZ 3141 1/3/1995 49/53 Centre May-06 
L48 ORC 12/5/2004 49 Rear May-06 
SIL 1892 1/8/1992 49 Rear Oct-05 


£39,950 
£39,950 
£39,950 
£34,950 
£27,500 


All prices exclude tyres and VAT 


MOSELEY (PCV) LTD, ELMSALL WAY, DALE LANE 
SOUTH ELMSALL, PONTEFRACT WFS9 2XS 


Tel: 01977 609000 
Fax: 01977 609900 


KINEIL COACHES 


Fraserburgh 


Merc Vario 814 Plaxton 
Beaver 2, 

33 seats, booted, 3 point belts, 
DDA, first reg 31/12/04 £54,000 


Merc Vario 814, 33 seat Plaxton 
Beaver, test Feb 06 £29,000 


LDV 400, 16 seater, power door, test 
April 06 £2,000 


Merc 814 Plaxton Beaver, power 
door, test Aug 06, 33 seater, recon 
engine last year £12,000 


Merc 609, 26 seater, recon engine last 
year, test August 06 £6,500 


Volvo Decker, 84 seater, test May 06 
£1,500 


Dennis Dominator, Alexander body, 
Gardner engine, 79 seater, test August 
05 £1,000 


www.moseleycoachsales.co.uk i’) 


01346 510200 / 514774 


MOSELEY 


4 : 48 recliners, grey/red moquette with leather 
inlays to headrests, centre sunken toilet, 
& power operated cont. door, double glazed 
1984 VOLVABIONWAEES ANUAL PLAXTON 3500 # tinted side windows, curtains, courier seat, 
53 belted reclingg tinted d/glazing, Telma, Ferrylift, AIR CON, Frenzel servery unit, twin colour 
radio, recon’erigme by Volvo 2001, Moy March 06 monitors and wired video, satellite navigation 
system, electric driver's window, Webasto 
and provision for driver’s berth. Exterior 
white with green vinyls. Choice of three. 


4 Leyland National 
Mark 1980 
Ex Trent. Volvo engines. 

All in daily use. MoT 2006. 
52 + 22 Pacs with tax & tyres 
£19,500 + VAT each 
2 Mercedes 814 Vario 1997 
Alexanders Manual 
Destination gear. In daily use, 
MoT 2006. 

27 + 8 Pacs with tax and tyres 
£9,700 + VAT each 


01298 812204 


Contact Darren Ridgway 
01639 883 374 or 07770 481077 


Mercedes 814 Nouvelle, |996 P eg, 29 reclining seats, 
courier, forced air, reading lights, power door, large 
boot, resprayed in white, taxed 6 months, tested Jan 
2006, carpets, curtains. First to see will buy 
£22,500 ono + VAT 


Are you getting the full picture? 
routeONE ON TOUR shows you how. 
Make sure you get your copy every 
month. Call 0870 2418745 


Ford Transit 1998, R reg, 8 seater bambino (coach 
built) reclining seats, air con, large boot, power door, 
CD player, black tinted windows, fridge (in metalic sil- 
ver), fully carpeted. £7,950 + VAT 


Mercedes 614 Vario 2002, (02), crest conversion, 20 
seater with reclining seats, forced air, reading lights, 
low lileage, boot, full spoilers/sideskirts/marker lights 
(lots of) euroliners, fully carpeted, show curtains, 
taxed and tested 12 months, First to see will buy (Ex 
Travelgreen) £32,750 ono + VAT 


HANSAR 
FINANCE 


Tel: 07711 554446 or 01642 475306 


Ai 


WHITEGATE TRAVEL LIMITED Hire Purchase 


NORTHWICH 
MINICOACHES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


#a Finance Leasing 


Mercedes 709D 25 seats 
Full coach spec, Belts power door, Re-trim 
1990 with private plate, C 
Colour - white, Test Jan 
£3,000 + VAT 


#a Operating Lease 
Choic3s 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PHONE HANSAR 


0161 488 4000 


All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 18 or 
over. Business users only. Hansar Finance Limited, Bridgeway House, 
Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 5AU 


Iveco-Ford 
New generation service bus 
25 seats with belts, 1993 on a K plate 
Colour - white, Test Dec 2005 
£4,500 + VAT 


> 


PRICE-LESS 
0870 
241 8745 


Ai 


spUdWOSIZA0ApE ANOA adeId 03 SHZ8 IPT OL8O BUY PIIZISSEID 


LDV 400 Convoy 
Concept coachcraft conversion 
Luxury mini-coach 2002 (02 
Front entry lowered step 

17H/B Luxury seats with 3 p 

Quad vent rear heater, Large tin 

Parcel shelves, Stereo system with 8 speakers 
Test Feb 3006 
£12,750 + VAT 


FOR ANY MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 


01606 888079 / 882760 copyright © 2004 


g@l01K=S4 Advertise your vehicles under £6,000 for FREE ge) Stu 


Call 0870 241 8749 for details 


[Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm _ ss routeONE 23 june 2005 4l 


routeONE 


No Offers - All Tested 
Choice of Bodies 


1988 and © 
Open Top - Due In 5 Da 


ation, Auto Gearbox, 
Pen 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 


LEINSTER VEHICLE 
DISTRIBUTORS LTD 


KILKENNY, IRELAND 


NEW MERCEDES EURO LX 
Full Spec Luxury Touring Coach 29/33 


New Toyota's available from stock 


1995 Volvo B10M Premiere 
1995-98 Volvo B10M Van Hools - Ring for details 
1994 Toyota Optimo - 21 seat 
1992 B10M Premiere - auto 
1992 Mercedes 709 - 28 seater, 3 point belts, 
new high back seats 


2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice 
2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma - Choice of 49/51 
seats, auto 
2001 Scania L94 Irizar Century - 53 seats, air con, auto 
Small selection of contract vehicles available 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Sales in England 

Stephen Taylor - Taylor PCV Sales - 01638 780 010 
Sales in Scotland & Ireland 

Donal - 00353 568 831 899 

NO VAT APPLIES ON EXPORT 

Tel: 00353 - 56 8831899 


Check our website for updated stocklist 
www.livd.ie sales@lvd.ie 


Many more vehicles arriving - if you 
don’t see it - give us a call! 
Wanted - your surplus vehicles for 


cas 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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routeONE | IYa@EPF vehicle Sales 


... Out now — THE BEST READ BOOK 


Pre-owned vehicle for sale OPTARE 


1994 Berkhoff Excellence 

240,000 km - New Full MOT 

22 luxury reclining seats with four tables 
Gangway armrests, ashtrays and magazine nets 
Double glazing 


Side luggage lockers providing five cubic metres 
of luggage space 


Parcel racks, forced air vents and reading 
lights 

Full draw curtains 

Gangway carpet 

Rear toilet and servery 


Public address sound system and video 
screen 


Excellent condition throughout 
Immediate availability 
Reduced price - now only £32,000 - Serious offers considered 


Optare CoachSales, Denby Way, Hellaby, Rotherham, S66 8HR_ Telephone 01709535 100 e-mail coachsales@optare.com Website www.optare.com 


A division of Optare Group Ltd. Registered Office: Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU. 


ew «aT a} 
RICHMOND’S COACHES 


Two 1999 (T) VOLVO 1998 (pvte plate) Bova 
B10M Futura FHD12-340 


PLAXTON PREMIERE 350 
Manual, 48 seats, rear toilet 
and 

continental door, refrigerator, 
recliners, seat belts, air con, 
crew seat, power door, double 
glazing, Long MoT 


Manual. 49 seats, centre toilet 
and continental door, servery, 
recliners and belts, aircon, crew 
seat, power door, double glaz- 
ing, two video monitors 


£75,000 


PRICED TO SELL 


szuowasiz42Ape AnoX aov/d 0} $728 1/7 OZL8O SUly PIIJZISSELD 


For full details visit our website at: 
www.lombard.co.uk/assetsforsale.html 
Niki Fox 


nfox@lombard.co.uk 


01737 776703 
Fax 01737 776971 


Carrie Ellis 
cjellis@lombard.co.uk 


01737 776701 


ing 


Where asset finance goes further 


Lombard. Registered Office: 3 Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1NP. 
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www, busbiz.co.uk 


Contact Telephone 
0844 800 6857 


01908 521816 
07834 491500 


BUS & COACH SPECIALISTS 


29 seats 
Cummins euro 3 engine, voith auto gearbox, 
SLF, wheelchair accessible, all DDA regs com- 


Various styles of seating 
capacity 60/70 seats coach spec and SLF options 


1999 Mercedes 0404 Hispano 1988 Leyland Tiger Plaxton Postal Address 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


44 23 June 2005 routeONE 


40/46 seats Cummins euro 3 engines, voith 
auto gearboxes, kneeling suspension DDA 
regs compliable. 


Fully loaded, manual 6 speed ZF gearbox, cummins euro 3 engine, 


35 seats plus courier, D/G tinted glass, PA system, TV, DVD, wheel 


trims, ferry lift & many more extras. 2 years manufacturer warranty 


(Also 5 speed ZF Automatic option available) 


We guarantee to beat any written valuation on 
the above vehicles, part exchange welcome, 
finance at competitive prices, discount for cash 
sales with no part exchange. 


25/27/29 seater Mercedes 709 
automatic L/M/N/P from £4,250 all from large fleet operator, vari- 
ous tests just out of service. 


from 28-35 seats, various coach 
builders, Carlyle/Wrights/Paxton/East Lancs, H-M reg 1994 from 
£4,500, tested. 


48 seater East Lancs 
Falcons, choice of 15 from £3,500, tested. 


1983/84 low bridge D/D service buses, 
choice of 10 all with tests £POA 


25 highback seats with belts, dual 
purpose, destination gear EPOA 


Will come with full retrim, full repaint in 
any solid colour, full test, 46 with 25 standees, from a large fleet 
operator £19,000 each 


All manual, 27 
seats and 29 seats with Telma, large fleet operator, from £12,500 


Private plate, manual, toilet, 49 
seater, painted white, recent retrim, very clean, full test £7,750 


Finance arranged on used vehicles all competitive 
rates - subject to status 


Tel: 01204 650999 Fax: 01204 665300 
Email: bevholt@bdholt.co.uk www.bdholt.co.uk 
Cuthbert Street Garage, Bolton BL3 3SD 


1987 Scania K113 Plaxton 
55 seats + Courier, Monitor & Video 


£13,500 
a 


10.0m MAN)1 1.190 Optare 
1994 “Reg 40 séats. 16 standees 


£12,950 


Even More... 


1985 Leyland Olympian 


68 seats + 20 standees, gardner 
engines,12 mths MOT, 1x single 1 x double 


£7,950 


all with wheelchair accessibility, ee TE seats. Ade Con, Rae Connere, monte / 70 seats (3+2), 3 point belts 
all with auto gearboxes as standard. pllable. Video, fndge. continental door www. busbiz.co.uk 
£85,950 £19,950 POBox 5717 
Milton Keynes 
MK4 2WY 


ee 
= 
i,t 
r 


Email Address 


info@busbiz.co,uk 


Web marketing 
Services: 


Online finance 


quotations 
10.0m Volvo B6 Alexand Onis 
m Volvo exander 
1995 M Reg, 40 seats, 19 standees PSV Directory 
£11,000 


www.busbiz.co.uk 


AdCIik Lid t/a busbit.co.uk, 2nd Floor, 145-157 StJolin Sueet. London. EC1V 4PY 


1990 Mercedes 811D 
Automatic 32 seater, accessible mini- 
coach currently fitted with 36 coach seats + 
PLS under floor lift, 2 point retracking belts, 
Powerdoor, radio, PA, all seats bar one dou- 
‘ble on quick release damps, remarkable 
multi purpose vehicle, MoT Dec. ‘05, new 


Mercedes 814 Intercooler Manual 
25 seat Minibus, New PSV MOT to May 
2006, Low Mileage 3 Point Belts, 
Power Door, Forced Air, Luggage Racks, 
Reasonable Size Boot, One Owner 
from new..... £17,500 


1997 ) irarcodes 811D 28 
seater coach, manual gearbox, fitted 
with 3 point seat belts, air operated 
dual entrance doors, full soft trim inte- 
rior, rear 20 seats on quick release 
oh new COIF and PSV 


1987(E) Daf MB230 
Jonckheere 51 Seats with 
Seatbelts, Courier Seat, 
Radio/Cassette, Curtains, Rear 
Toilet cubicle, All white, no Stickers, 
MOT June 2006,6 Months 
Tax £8,750 


1997 (P) Mercedes 28 seats 
coach/bus with high back seats fitted 
with 3 point seat belts, air operated 
dual entrance doors, full soft trim inte- 
fior, rear 20 seats on quick release 
clamps. COIF and PSV MOT June 2006, 
fitted with Radio/PA System, fully auto- 
matic Ricon internal lift with new Loler 
certificate. Suitable for many purposes, 
low mileage, previous council owned 
and maintained, Pentagon coachbuilt 
body....£12,750 


2000(V) Volkswagen L146 16 

seat PSV Minibus,front entry, fitted 
with underfloor lift, new COIF and PSV 
tested until April 2006 for 12 months, 
Fitted with 16 Cogent seats with inte- 
gral belts, headrests and arm rests, 1 


owner from new, excellent condition 


inside and OUt.........:s00£12,500 


1998 Mercedes 814D Vario 24 
seat Accessible Minicoach, 
Automatic, High Back Seats, 3 point 
belts, PLS Underfloor lift, COIF and 
PSV MOT to Feb 06, 1 owner, well 
maintained, Low mileage choice of 2 

s-see£13,000 


20 seaters to | 


SAME SPEC. srnreereneeec£10,000 


1990 Mercedes 811D automatic 
36 seater accessible minicoach cur- 


rey fitted with PLs undesbogs 


All our vehicles come with a clear HP! report. Have you ta visited our website 
recently - a selection of late model air conditioned coaches available 


www.usedcoachsales.co. 


VPS f Pe 


Tel: 0870 0620616 


Open 7 Days a Week (Weekends By Appointment) 


Need Audio Video Eq 


we are also PSV Products 3 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


02) LDV CONVOY : 
Front entry minicoach with 
16 H/B passenger seats bel 
E driver, with 3 point inertia belts @ 
§ lighting @ full sound system 
latest Ford Dura Torque engi 
gearbox @ PAS 


2005 (05) 


XLWB with off side emergency exit, front entry, lowered step, 17 luxury high back seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, large panoramic tinted windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights with dim facility, 
large quad vent, rear heater, full 8 speaker sound system, latest spec, 

large boot, new COIF, 4 years warrranty 


0% DEPOSIT AVAILABLE 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 


Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 H/B soft trim seats with [Eas ' 


3 point inertia belts, roof vent, rear heater, large tinted windoows, parcel shelves, 
interior reading lights with dim facility, full speaker sound system, walnut trim dash 


LATEST SPEC (HIGH VIS WINDOWS) 


mal 


2002 (02) Plate, LDV Turbo diesel, luxury minicoach, with , front entry, low- 
ered step, 17 H/B 
luxury soft trim seats with 3 point inertia belts, quad vent, large tinted windows, 
Parcel shelves, interior 
lighting with dim facility, full sound system with 8 speaker Hifi stereo sound, front and rear 


heaters, full COIF + PSV 
till April 2006... 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH WALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


TEL: 01282 615138/867712 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 
YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 


FINANCE ARRANGED 


A SELECTION OF OUR QUALITY PRE OWNED VEHICLE 


with , front entry, 
lowered step, parcel shelves, quad vent, tinted windows, 
rear heater, 8 speaker sound system, interior lighting 
with dim facility, 16 H/B moquette seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, COIF, PSV... 


seat belts, 
High Roof 


, LWB, high roof, Side loading 
loor, 17 forward facing high back se 


minibus, 


system, PAS, exce' 


, LWB, low roof with 
SLD, interior lighting, full sound 


HET HEH HH TH HHH HH HH HH 


ies. 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
5d 
* 
* 


17 seat Minibus with lots of extras, parcel shelves, 
overhead locker, 2.5 Ford turbo engine + gearbox, 
* high-back seats, 3 point belts, COIF + PSV euroliners, 
* PAS, full sound system, interior lighting * 
* 


* 
el Rie eaital 


EH He ee 


LWB, PAS, High roof, SLD, 17 H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, 
latest 2-4 T/D Dura Torque Ford engine + gear box, interior lighting, 
full sound system, PA, Ready to go 


2001 LDV LUXURY CONVOY MINICOACH, 
Front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B luxury seats with 
3 point belts, quad vent, rear heater, large tinted 
windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights 
with dim facility, stereo system with 8 speakers, 
full COIF + PSV test 


17 seat factory 


lent value @... 


03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, 17 Seat Factory 

Minibus, LWB, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Duratorque, Turbo 

Diesel engine and gearbox, H/B seats, 3 point inertia belts, interi- 
| sound system 


2004 (04 PLATE) 17 Seat Factory 
Minibus, LW8, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Tura Torque engine and 
gearbox, 3 point inertia belts, latest spec interior, interior lighting and full 
sound system 


| Sw 
dee? Sy 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 


FACTORY MINIBUS 
17 forward facing high 
with 3 point Inertia belts, 2.5 
Ford engine + gearbox. Full sound sys- 
Low miles. Power 


tem, interior 


steering 


Y REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS 

LWB, High roof, SLD, PAS, 17 forward facing 
H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, interior 
lighting, 2.5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 


Excellent value @ £7,495 


uxury 
d vent, full 


LDV’S 17 SEATS 
R reg £2,995 
S reg £3,995 
TN reg £4,995 
2000Wreg = £5,995 
X reg £6,495 
Y reg £7,495 
51 plate £7,995 
02 £8,950 
03 £8,995 
04 £12,995 


2001 RENAULT MASTER 35 TURBO 
DIESEL 

15 H/B seats with 3 point belts, rear 
heater, full sound system, quad vent, inte- 
rior lighting, PAS, COIF & PSV 


MASSIVE CHOICE OF MINIBUSES OVER 200 TO CHOOSE FROM: 


SJUDWISSIZADApe ANOA sde/d 03 S7Z8 IPT OZ8O SUI PIIFZISSEID 
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TAYLOR COACH SALES 
New King Long 6127 


Stephensons 


of Essex 
. 1996 Mercedes 
814D Plaxton 
Beaver 33 seat 
coach 


2 x Dennis Dart, 
| SLF, 02 reg, 29 seaters, from our own fleet, new vehicles 
i on order. Please ring to reserve i 


1996 (P) Mercedes 
711D 
24 seat 


1988 Leyland Tiger Manual Gearbox 
P/Door 


340, 2 pack white. No signwriting. 
59 (yes, 59) seats, good trim, sup- 
plied with new test - £8,250 
1991 Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500, 53 
retrimmed seats, long MoT, from 
our own fleet, for sale due to fleet 
upgrade - £17,500 


1994 LDV 16 seat 
coach - choice 


1991 Setra 215 HR, 
53 seats, AC 
in rs 


2 x Dennis Dart, Plaxton Pointer 
bodies, 35 seats, J & K reg, long 
tests ready to work. - £9,500 each 


1989 LAG New BMC ~ New BMC 
Panoramic, 49 seats Probus falcon Bus 


— 


1 x Leyland Lynx, G reg, cummins 
engine, retrimmed coach seats - 
£6,250 


Double Deckers 


1 x Dennis Dominator, C reg, East 
Lancs body, coach seated down- 
stairs, will be supplied with new 
test - £4,750 


2 x B reg Metrobus, London spec, no 
test, drive away bargain for spares 
or repair - £1,850 each. And that 
includes the tyres!!! 


MidWest 


Cheltenham Ltd 


C reg mk2 Metrobus, mie) ge door, 
tested, ready to go £ 


ia 
Olympians 

1x Y reg high capacity Olympian — 

ECW, 83 seats, long test and ready 

to work - £7,250. 


1 x B reg, 77 seats, lowheight ECW 
body, auto gearbox, high speed 
vehicle, from our own fleet - 
£7,995. 


2 x C reg, 70 coach seats, lowheight 
ECW body, supplied with new test. 


1xA reg, 77 seats, lowheight ECW 
body, supplied with new test - 
£6,500. 


Mercedes 814 MWM, 29733 coach seats. stainless Ta toG Frat is Sandan on alt 
MWM models. Both the 33 and the 29 are available for immediate delivery and have an 
Eberspacher hot air saloon heating system fitted. The 29 version has the benefit of an 
extra-extra large boot and a roof mounted Eberspacher air-conditioning system. 


New Vehicles Delivery 


2 x C reg, 72 seats, intermediate 
height (14’ 2”), in excellent condi- 


tion and ee me ba CESS SERS Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame Late June 
" =e Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con Immediate 
: Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift Immediate 
Engines and Boxes Mercedes 814 Plaxton Beaver DP, 29 seats wichair lift Late June 
Tiger Semi auto box Pnuemocyclic £350 
WR Semi auiey geanox — Quality Prepared Pre-Owned 
Volth Gearbox Metrobus £375 2002 Mercedes Nouvelle 2, 33 seats, coach specification 
ZF 6 speed gearbox £275 2001 Optare Solo 8.5 mtr stainless steel frame, 30 seats 
Gardner 6L X B ex National £750 1997 LDV Convoy (Transit Turbo), Factory, 16 seats 


1996 Dennis Berkhof Excellence, 53 reclining seats 


Ring our engineering number 07909 788980 
ww.bussales.co.uk 


All Prices + VAT 
30 mins from M25. part exchange welcome 


01702 541511 (office hours) 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


46 23 hnc2005 routeONE  PRICE-LESS - ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


1996 SCANIA K113 ZF AUTOMATIC VAN HOOL, Sutrak air-con, 49 
seater, toilet, servery, hot drinks, fridge, all white, MoT Feb 06 
£44,950 


1995 N REG VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PREMIER 3500, S49 seater, 
toilet, climate control, MoT Oct, taxed, resprayed white 
£35,500 


1988 DAF SB3000 VAN HOOL, 51 reclining seats, video, 2 TV's, toi- 
let, boiler, curtains MoT Aug 05 £11,950 


Tel: 01257 473333 or Mobile: 07740 417969 


Are you getting the full picture? 
routeONE ON 'TOUR shows you how. 
Make sure you get your copy every 
month, Call 0870 2418745 


1998 DENNIS BERKHOF 
AXIAL IOMTR 


43 reclining seats, powered door, 
courier seat, double glazing. 
Interior - Autumn tint, 

Exterior - white. 


STOCKISTS OF VANHOOL, BOVA & SITCAR PARTS 
id Avenue, Chelston Buisiness Park, Wellington, S ot TA21 JF 
Fax: (01823) 663502 E-mail: enquir )moseleysouth.co.uk 


Buses currently available for rental include: 


Midibuses and full size single deck 

Double deckers including Metrobuses and Routemasters 
Open top double deckers 

Seat belt fitted coaches 

Heritage buses for promotional use 


Vehicles for sale: 
1990 - 1995 minibus and single deckers 
Spare parts available for obsolete buses and coaches 


Contact: O15! 523 7571 / 07729 491 729 


ot 
a 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Heatons Motor Co 


Genuine policies from a genuine company 
and honest people 


02 Renault Master 
SWB, diesel, 16,000 miles, 5 seats and 
wheelchair spaces, Ricon fully auto Internal 
tail lift, cam only describe this as new 
Choice of 4 similar vehicles 
£11,995 


03 Ford Transit 
17 seat jumbo, 20,000mIs, full factory spec 
vast saving on new and a very desirable out of 
the box condition minibus, compare this price 
£14,995 


98 (S) Mercedes Sprinter 410 
15 highback seats with 4 point beits, front 
lowered step entry, full carpet lined, external 
PLS tailift, Low mis. newly coifed move upto 
a Mercedes at 
£13,995 


R reg Mercedes Sprinter 410 
17 seater inc drive, Rainbow Mogette seats, 
Non stip floor, average mis, chrome eurolin- 
ers, newly coifed, this vehicle Is react to 
work at 
£10,995 


03 Citroen Relay SWB (New Stock) | remaining 
8/12 highback seats, 4 point beits, non slip 
floor,53,000 miles, FSH, gleaming whitem a very 
late minibus at tremencious value possible cheap- 
est around @ 
£7,995 


S reg Iveco 59-21 
Leiaster carrage builders (coach built) complete 
flat floor, extremely low mis, lots of tracking, 
6/16 highback seats, Ricon fully auto, internal 
tall-lift, these will take your wheelchairs at 
£8,995 


ARRVING SOON - 1998 Mercedes Sprinter 
412 Olimpus 
Conversion (coach rear) with boot, please 
ring for further cletails 


W reg Renault Master SWB 
8 highback seats in velour,int Ricon tailift, low 
mis, extremely clean inside & out, tremen- 
dus value at 
£7,495 


Where can you find one of the largest stock of wheelchair accessible/conventional 
minibuses? Ready to work, combining this with over 50 years of experience in the 


Y Reg Volkswagen Transporter 
5 highback seats in moquette, fitted with 
ramp, 15,000 mis, supurb clean condition 
giving excellent value 
£7,995 


97 Mercedes 611 (complete plot floor) 
14 highback seats, Ricon fuly auto, Internal 
tailift, power-door, front entry (Cymric con- 
version) low miles, panoramic windows, full 
carpetiined, will come with 21 months PSV 

test, tremendous value at 
£10,995 


96 Mercedes 609 
16 highback seats in moquette, 4 point belts. 
power front door entry, PLS external tailift. 
full carpetiines, coifed for 16 seats or 8 seats 
+ 4 wheelchairs, good reliable workhorse at 
£6,495 


Of Renault Mascot 
14 highback seats + ctriver, front lowered 
step entry (melior conversion), lots of track 
ing, low mis external tail-lift, trermendous 
value 
£13,995 


W reg Vauxhall Movano LWB 
9 highback seats in moquette. fully automatic 
internal tail-lift. crest conversion, 47,000mIs, 
full carpetiined, lots of unwin tracking, a truly 
nice vehicle at 
£10,495 


X Ford Transit 
17 seat long cube, 44,000mis, college owned 
from new, newly colfed, totally unmarked 
giving excellent value at 
£9,495 


98 Iveco 49-10 
tS highback seats, 4 point belts, external PLS 
tallift, tintec! windows, power plug door, front 
entry, chrome euroliners, a nice dual purpose 
vehicle at 
£7,995 


X Ford Transit SWB 
8/12 highback seats with 3 point belts, 
diesel, PAS, totally immaculate insicie & out, 
a total excellent workhorse, extremely good 
value at 
£7,995 


industry. Just one friendly phone call to Wayne or Philip will simplify your job. 


Heatons Motor Co, Wigan 


Tel: 01942 864222 


We guarantee quality vehicles, right prices, no pressure sales. 
Come and have a coffee while you browse at your leisure. 


Junction 23, M6 or 20 miles from Manchester/Liverpool airport. 
www.heatonsmotorco.co.uk 
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routeONE Market Place 


Bus Electrical, 


Coach & Bus Air Conditioning if arrovv 


<=> Airconco 


Also: 
ANSICOLD 


How much 
can you gain 
from an 
enquiry? 


10 Day 
Special Offer 
DVD Players 

£110 + VAT 
each 


| 
| 
| 
E 


1 THERMO KING 


HISPAGLD 


Systems 


Have you got a 
PRODUCT or 
SERVICE that you 
would like to 
promote 
to the coach and 
bus industry? 


If so - 


es route 
Reyyewar)| can help! 


From as little as 
£20 + VAT, you can 
have your product 
or service seen by 
over 5,500 coach 
and bus operators 
in the UK and 
Southern Ireland. 
To take advantage 
of this service or to 
request a quote, 

call us on 
everyone’s 0870 241 8745 
talking 


| about 
‘The 


. y | TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose 
Whisperer wheelnut indicators or to locate your 
nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 
www.checkpoint-safety.com, 
E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 


| on 


SMARTSOUND 
AUTOELECTRONICS 


Wide Product Range in the UK! 


DVD Players @ Video Players @ LCD Monitors @ Standard 

Monitors @ PA Systems @ Radio & Cassette Players @ CD 

installations: TV, VCR/DVD, CD/TAPE PLAYERS . . . 

AMPLIFIRES, PA SYSTEMS Players @ Microphones @ Drink Machines @ and much more! 

DIGITAL CCTV/REVERSING CAMERAS DRINKS 
MACHINE, HOT COLD HAND WASH UNITS 

AND MUCH MORE!!! Bus Electrical 25 Parkfield Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 6NR | 


All work carried out on your premises % 2 aa: a 
CALL NOW ON 07946 093949 OR 01858 433768 Tel: 020 8420 1943 Fax: 020 8357 0487 Email: Sales@avibus.com 


(Midlands Based) 


—_ 


a 


* Packs custom 7 
built for all 
fleet sizes 


* Quality steel 
construction 


¢ Maintenance 


14” ‘Flip Down’ LCD Monitor & DVD System. 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


budget unit 
for owner/ 
operators 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE BS24 SAY 
WWW. powervamp.com 


We; willl. come out, $0.49aur, premises Tet: 01934 643000 Fax: 01934 642800 


Install the equipment & connect to your existing public address 
and speakers fully suppressed and guaranteed. 


PSV 


Market Place 


48 23 June 2005 routeONE Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Retirement forces sale of estab- 
lished coach operation based in 
Southern Ireland. 


High Specification, Low Temperature Operation 


Currently used for schools and 
private hire, with excellent 
opportunity to expand. 


Private house and garage 
included if desired. 


Health & Safety 


Are your policy and procedures to the required standard 
to satisfy current legislation and your Insurers. 


Please reply to: 


Box No. 37 
Suite 4 
Century House 
Towermead Business Park 


Are you experiencing problems with your Maintenance or with VOSA. 


Getting it wrong can be at best costly and at worst cost you your 


Fletton Operators licence, For help and advice contact - 
Peterborough VEHICLE ENGINEERING & RISK SOLUTIONS 
Cambridgeshire Peter Hilton CEng MIMechE MIRTE TechSP 
PE2 9DY 30 years experience in the Bus and Coach Industry on - 


01925 763154 or 07921 144162 
Email: peterhilton@culcheth1990.fsnet.co.uk 


ZSOL 


- 
> eel 


NGE A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR UNIQUE CLEANING MAINTENANCE SYSTEMS 
CALL: 00 44 (0) 1473 604 024 FAX : 0044 (0) 1473 604 493 


VISIT US AT: www.solutionse2.com 


UTIONS SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE LTD 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


The Diesel Engine 
Remanufacturer 
DAF - VOLVO - CUMMINS - SCANIA 
- LEYLAND - GARDNER - MAN 
For remanufactured and dyno test 


diesel engines with a full warranty call 


Driveline 
Engineering Ltd 


Volvo, Cummins, Gardner, DAF, Scania 

LAWMAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES LTD 
SCANIA Engine rebuilds carried out to the highest GARAGE EQUIPMENT 

GARDNER standard on all types of MAN diesel engines, 

CUMMINS ENGINES i 
inieiewenece: brake testers for sale. Contact Roger 
Wee ps rsiprioig MOORFIELDS Contact John or Alison 
FAX: ICY = STOKE-ON-TRENT Mobiles 24Hr: 07850779565 / 07718738785 


MAN ENGINE SPECIALISTS Used diesel engines & spare parts. 
ZG; We also offer a full reconditioning service for: 
Tel: 01204 468213 
Myco Engineering Services Ltd 
coach & truck, We are also able to carry out 
LEYLAND liner seat cutting whilst engines remain Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
CYLINDER HEADS : ‘ 
OE Quality engine parts also available at 
CRANKCASES WORKS: competative prices for all your MAN needs on 01384 410008 or 07932 069627 
01782 791524 Wea IND. EST. Tel: 01530 231235 
01782 791527 UY = COATES HEATH, Fax: 01530 231236 
01782 791316 $121 6QY (Leicestershire) 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm routeONE 23 june 2005 49 
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Reco 
Equipment 


gn 1008 


FOute 
ON 


It's free. 

It's every month. 
It's available now. 
Make sure you're 
getting it. 


1 x set Teclamit 

26 Tonne capacity column lifts 
1x Crypton CVBT 
Commercial brake tester CW 
print-out facility 


1 x Refurbished Laycock 
14 Tonne 6-post commercial 
vehicle lift 


01179 862449| Feito 


UK Manufacturers 
Quick Deliveries 
To suit all types of 
vehicle 


aia, . 2L. Ci 
Competitive Prices acne 


Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 
Beds MK42 7SB 


For Further Information & 
Technical AssistanceContact 


fearing EREPAmns & RESPRAYS 


LOW COST RESPRAYS 
IN NEW 2 PACK PAINT 
SOLID COLOURS 


Tel: 01234 843979 
Fax: 01234 843916 


For all your Coach & Bus 
Heating Equipment and General 
Hose Products Inc: Motors, 
Radiators, Fans, Elbows, 
Ducting and Complete Heaters 
Coach Body Parts, Budget and gravelly locks, 
T-keys, emergency hammers, fire 
extinguishers, first aid kits and many more. 
Ring for Details 


Mini Bus from £350 
Coaches from £600 
Metallic from £895 
BUS CARE WARKS. 


Day: 07774 485310 
Night: 01789 296884 


what risk? ~ 


& s 
with Gauntlet you're in safe hands # . 
@ Commercial Insurance @ Risk Assessments i> 


Broking ® Disaster Recovery hk 
@ Health & Safety Training Planning & Claims t 
and Consultancy Management ¢ 


& Gauntlet Group | Tel: 0113 244 jesse] 
Ba 


Crown House Armley Road Leeds LS12 2EJ 
Fax: 0113 243 8668 Web: gauntletgroup.com 


View our catalogue on our website 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


POWER 
EERING 
dine 


We offer the BEST PRICES on 
Remanufactured exchange 


Steering Boxes, Pumps & Rams 
12 months guarantee 


REVERSING CAMERA SYSTEMS 


DIY Kits from £145 + VAT 


(To most UK areas, 


Call: 


www. 


, ex stock) 
Call: 
steering 


ft — Jey 


Market Place 
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Market Place 


fnecovery 


Professional Pride 


nes 
operators 


coach: 


Personal Service - 


= 


LEADING 
ESTABLISHED 
my §©6COACH OPERATOR 
WE CAN PROVIDE 

THE HELP YOU NEED 
\  - WHEN YOU 
NEED IT 
MOST 


15 
MINUTES FROM 
DOVER 


Folkestone 01303 261870 
Mobile 07767 475625 


® 24hr roadside assistance with engineers “on call” 
* Priority access to Channel Tunnel & Dover Docks 
¢ U.K. continental breakdown assistance & recovery 


* Replacement vehicles & drivers for onward 
transportation of passengers 


© Modern fully equipped workshops and stores 
¢ Vehicle inspections, servicing & repairs undertaken 


Fleet of over 50 new air conditioned vehicles 
including double deck coaches 


FT ory 
member 


Telephone us 
0870 241 8745 


REPAIRS & REFURB 


TRAILWAYS LIMITED 
COACH & AIR CONDITIONING 
REFURBISHMENTS 


IM & H COACHWORKS Ltd 


tick Since 1979 vedere 
The North's Premier 
COACH & BUS ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE 


QUALITY ACCIDENT 
REPAIRS & RESPRAYS 


APPROVED BY ALL LEADING 
INSURANCE COMPANIES. LOCATED 
ONE MINUTE JUNCTION 3 M621 
FOR PROFESSIONAL HELP AND 

ASSISTANCE, ESTIMATES & 
QUOTATIONS ETC 


CALL NOW ON LEEDS 
0113 2441671 


Specialists in:- 


4 STRETCH PANELS 


BODY PANELS 
CHASSIS REPAIRS 
RE-SPRAYS 


INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRERS 
Telephone: 01922 495522 
Unit 2, Fryers Road, Bloxwich, 

West Midlands, WS2 7LZ 


QUALITY INSTALATIONS 
TOILET SYSTEMS, DRINKS MACHINES, 

FRIDGES ETC WEBASTO HEATER & rO ute Controlled 
THETFORD TOILET - SALES & SERVICE Circulation 
NEW ON-LINE SHOPPING WEBSITE 

FOR COACH PARTS & ACCESSORIES FREE ta  opecsione z 
Please visit: www.mhcoachworks.co.uk every Thursd ay 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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Market Place 


[REPAIRS & CONVERSION 


South 


Tel: 01795 534888 


Jennings CVS 


SEATS 


www.jennings-seats.co.uk 


01270 257417 


A New Outlook in 
Commercial 
and Passenger Seating 
Phoenix Seating Limited 
manufactures the highest quality 
seating for the commercial and 
passenger markets. The whole 
manufacturing process from 
concept through design to 
engineering is carried out 
in - house. All seats are tested to 
M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 
761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


For more information call us on 
01384 296622 or contact 
Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 


FOR SALE 


| x 48 seats from Neoplan including 
seatbelts, tables and nets, seats never 
used, in storage. 


| x set of 30 Fainsa America seats 


OPEN TO ALL REASONABLE OFFERS 


Please call Matt on 
07990 558958 


East Coachworks 


enquiry@southeastcoachworks.com 


sus| 


Cnty Seat 


@ Headrest 


Air seats from 
£299 + VAT 
(Seat shown £599 + VAT) 


FREE DELIVERY 


(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


Call: 0870 760 9413 or Buy Online 


www.comfyseating.com 


That’s different... 


route 
ONE 


... that’s routeONE 


| Are you paying too much? Are you 
getting the service you deserve? 
Analysis from 24p per chart 


Newtab Ltd 


Specialist Coach & Bus 
Centre 19 Charles St, 
Wrexham LL13 8BT 
Email: tacbureau@aol.com 
Tel: 0800 028 6963 
Fax: 0800 028 6964 


www.tachographanalysisbureau.co.uk 


Low cost sales, spare parts and service. 
Full details: 
Transport Ticket Services Ltd, 
Newcastle, 
Monmouth, Gwent NP25 4NT 


Fax us 
0870 241 8891 


Almex A90 Ticket Systems 


With A90 you can get started with just 
the ticket machine and baseplate. 
Alternatively, A90 can operate as a stored 
fares PC based system with extensive 
reporting and a forward-progress path 
onto the new Optima machine. Fully 
reconditioned A90 machines give you a 
cost effective ticket system upgrade. 
Ticket system support, ticket machine 
repairs and consumables 


Contatus John Groves 
now for TICKET SYSTEMS 
further Tel 0208 908 9088 
details Fax 0208 908 9099 

e-mail sales@jgts.com 


www.cambist.se 


WRIGHT TRAINING 
SERVICES LTD 
CPC COURSES 


§ NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL & 
# Attendance courses held at Thurrock, Essex § 
Homestudy Courses also available 


Tel: 01708 867564 
Fax: 01708 867864 


www.wright-training.com 
info@wright-training.com 


t Thurrock, Es: 
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Alan Madrell School of Motoring 
Ltd. P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


gain ver 


OnLine Help/Assistance 24/7 


DVD. Audio CD. Intensive 
Homestudy. Accom. Buy-OnLine 
(Cityée| Www-friendberry.co.uk 
01984 656 310 


CPC Courses National & International, 
quality training, small groups with high success rates. For 
a more personal and professional service look no further. 
Ridgeway Training, Tel: 01342 712175 


framers 


BRIERLEY TRIMSHOP 
CHEAP & CHEERFUL! 


QUALITY RETRIMS 
AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES 


STANDARD PLAXTON DUPLES READY 
FOR COLLECTION 


01226 712 O51 


Now OFFERING 

I] Good quality trimming, common sense 
prices. Some sets same day. Sales of 

moquette, lino, soft trim and floor carpet 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


9 OF TH, 
& or with t 
curtains, H covers and 
pillows all co-ordinated 


ye & 
F Re 
a % oy 
* 
rs colours, seersucker 
+t polyester, cotton drill and 


www.ahead-of-the-res 
14. and 15 THURNSCOE t.bag headcovers most 
colours, ties, epaulettes 


BUSINESS CENTRE, 
PRINCESS DRIVE, 
THURNSCOE, NR ROTHER- 
HAM, S.YORKS $63 OBL 


Phone or fax 


(01709) 894804 
P.L. TRIM LTD 


(Blackpool) 


printing and in house 
embroidery service 


e Quality Seat Re-Trims 
e Interior Refurbishment 
e Sales for roof & side wall carpet 


AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
LATEST DESIGN 
MOQUETTES 


TELEPHONE 


01253 696033 


Market Place 
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Market Place 


24 HR EXCHANGE 


COST OR REPAIR SERVICE 
OLD UNITS PURCHASED 
NATIONWIDE 


COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
01425 638426 
ENGINEERING 


www.crturbos.co.uk 


leisurewear 
Direct Ltd 


Showerproof jacket or 
fleece, now fully reversabie 
so the choice is yours. 
salesQ@lelsureweardirect.com 
Tel: 01298 74737 
Fax: 0870 755 9842 


www.lelsureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 


Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
able for sale. Limited stock available. 
Please call 07970 579258 


MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 
Brand new 
mobile lifts for sale, 
8 tonne per column 
BEST PRICE IN UK 
07947 837 358 


MERCEDES 


SPARES _ 
609/709/811D 


Next day delivery nationwide 
Tel nextBus Ltd 


| 01249 462 462 


(24 hours) : | 
| www.mercedesmagic.co.uk | 


uk 
a 
eS = 


MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ 


WE HAVE IN STOCK MERCEDES-BENZ SPARES FOR THESE MODELS 
609D, 709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, VARIO 814D 
OTHER MODELS IN STOCK 


We also stock a large range of high quality used Mercedes Benz 
bus & coach parts. 
We are fully licensed by the Environment Agency. 
Make sure you help the Environment by choosing to buy your spare parts 
from a licensed Environmental dealer. 
We want your redundant Mercedes Benz bus or coach...any age any condition. 


We accept major credit cards so that you can have that much-need part 


within 24 hours. All our parts are guaranteed and on the shelf, ready to go. 
wet oe 
ERITH COMMERCIALS 
Tel: 01322 290921 Fax: 01322 2900049 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 
ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BEN 


Telephone us 
tchidaeebieite) (871) 241 8745 
et your Dennis parts trom the 


company who really know 
Dennis buses 


Nd ZNI9-SAGjDYAIN @ SLUVd HDVOD 8 SN 


= BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ BU 


N 


BUS & COACH PARTS 


Nationwide Delivery 


Call us on 0141 339 0555 


fax 0141 339 9568 
or go on-line 


Tel: 01274 877322 
Fax: 01274 878648 
Email: truckfixclutchs @ aol.com 


o FACTORY DIRECT 


SERVICES 


www.busandcoachparts.co.uk 
friendly service with great prices 


THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 


Dennis Dart Header Tanks 
in Steel £120 


as” 


VDL JONCKHEERE 


(-Jebasto 


Thermosystems 


E Carrier | - $ 
— 
LOGE 
—, 


* For parts and service * 


Tel: (01923) 239996 


Ca 


coe Se. 


Unit 1, Colne Way Court, Colne Way, Watford, Herts WD24 7NE 
FAX: (01923) 252633 


UPDATED AND PRODUCED TWICE-A-YEAR 
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE INDUSTRY INFORMATION 
iE MOST COMPREHENSIVE A 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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recruitment 


SURREY 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


INVESTOR 
IN PEOPLE 


Working towards equality 


As an innovative, 21st century employer, Surrey can offer you an impressive range 
of career opportunities and associated benefits. Excellent training, final salary 
pension, a positive culture and real support are all available to help you achieve 
your full potential. 


transportation service 


Pegasus is Surrey County Council’s new multi-million pound project to provide 
high quality and secure home-to-school transport to around 14 primary schools 

in the Guildford area. Expected to launch in January 2006, there will eventually 

be 22 brand new Low Floor buses available for school services and for other public 
transport opportunities to serve the local community. The vehicles and all staff will 
be based at existing premises in Guildford and run on our behalf by a bus operator 
partner, who will work closely with our own staff to get things up and running 
and then manage the services on a day to day basis. 


There is much to be done in a short timescale. We need two people who are committed, 
enthusiastic and pro-active, to drive forward the introduction of Pegasus and to 
ensure all our requirements and aspirations are met. 


pegasus project manager 


guildford | £35,166 - £39,414 depending on experience 
Ref: 016458/MD/1529 


You will co-ordinate and manage the implementation of the project against 
programme and budget and ensure the effective mobilisation of contracts for 
service operation and procurement of capital items. Promotion of the product 

to all potential user groups and maximising revenue income will be important. 
Once the services are running, you will be responsible for performance monitoring 
and further development of business opportunities. You will need to motivate 

a small team of council and operating contractor staff to ensure the smooth 
implementation and operation of the project. 


You will be educated to degree level or equivalent with at least five years’ experience 
in the road passenger transport field and be a strong team player, with demonstrable 
past success in the management of complex projects. Excellent communication, 
organisational, analytical and time-management skills will be needed. CRB vetting 
will be a requisite. 


pegasus senior transport officer 


guildford | £23,118 - £27,456 depending on experience 
Ref: 016459/MD/1532 


You will assist the Project Manager with the implementation and subsequent 

day to day management of Pegasus, in conjunction with the operating contractor. 
Initially, you will be heavily involved in promoting the home to school services to 
parents and schools, establishing a customer database and constructing a network 
of cost-effective routes. Later, you will undertake revenue collection/accounting, 
issue passes, contractor performance monitoring and generally assist with business 
development and other Client functions. 


You will be educated to A level standard or equivalent and have at least three 
years’ experience in the passenger transport field, ideally with a Local Authority 
or bus operator. You must be customer-focused and be able to solve problems 
in an effective and people-friendly way, and be able to make and own certain 
decisions. CRB vetting will be a requisite. 


For an informal discussion please contact Laurie James on 020 8541 8633, 
e-mail: laurie.james@surreycc.gov.uk 


To request an application pack for either of the above posts, call the 
Contact Centre on 08456 009 009. Minicom: 020 8541 8914, e-mail: 
careersrec3 @surreycc.gov.uk quoting the appropriate reference number. 


Closing date for both posts: 8 July 2005. Interview date: 18 July 2005. 


VS e 
Apply online at Cj) surreyjobs.' 


Glover joins 
key law firm 


DAVID Glover (above) has 
joined law firm Backhouse Jones, 
which specialises in transport. 
An experienced transport lawyer, 
he joins the company’s regulatory 
compliance and licensing team. As 
an advocate, he has extensive 
experience of appearing before 
Traffic Commissioners at Public 


Inquiry. 


Pilkington 
joins LOOK 


LOOK CCTV has appointed Tony 
Pilkington as UK Service Manager. 
Before he joined Poulton-le-Fylde 
based LOOK CCTY, Tony Pilkington 
spent almost 10 years at TransBus as 

both a senior quality and design 
engineer. 

He will be responsible for co- 
ordinating LOOK engineers working 
on CCTV installations as well as the 
company’s team of service and 
maintenance engineers. 

LOOK CCTV Operations Director 
Andrew Prince told route “Tony’s 
appointment will allow us to introduce 
new service and maintenance 
processes designed to identify trends 
earlier and allow us to fix problems 
quicker.” 

LOOK CCTV, the UK’s leading 
supplier of systems for coaches and 
buses, employs 38 staff and has 
installed more than 10,000 CCTV 
systems in the PSV market over the 
last 10 years. 
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recruitment 
MECHANIC/FITTER WANTED 


Usual hours of work 07:30 - 16.30 Monday to friday with occasional weekendwork. 
Excellent workshop and facilities. South Devon area. PCV Licence holder preffered but 
not essential. Salary negotiable according to experience and references. 


Please apply in writing, enclosing your CV to: 


Diane Millman 
Grey Cars of Torbay 
Daneheath Business Park 
Heathfield 
Newton Abbot 
Devon 
TFOlW26TL 


Tel: 01626 833038 
Closing date: |8th July 2005 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


TRAFFIC MANAGER 


Independent is a well known Bus & Coach Operator in the Leeds and Bradford area and currently 
has a vacancy for an experienced self-motivated person to manage the company's traffic functions. 


Based in our Horsforth Office and reporting to the General Manager the position demands total 
commitment and the ability to meet today's challenges are essential. 


Applicants are required to hold a current CPC (not essential) and PCV licence. 


An attractive remuneration awaits the right applicant, Applications should be in writing marked 
Private and confidential to: 
Mr B Rennison 
General Manager 
Independent Coachways Ltd 
Low Fold Garage, New Road Side, 
Horsforth, Leeds. LS18 4DR 


All Applications should arrive by 4th July 2005 


BEAUMONT 
7 2ave 


Gloucester 


- GENERAL MANAGER - 


Salary: £30k plus 10% profit share bonus (OTE potential further £20k) 


Industry sectors: Bus & Coach Travel 
- The Challenge - 


Beamont Travel is a family run business with an excellent customer reputation based on 
over 18 years successful trading. The organisatiion is seeking to grow beyond its current 
profitable market to establish a broader & more diverse business base. To enable 
ambitious plans to be implemented, the General Manager will be capable of taking 
responsibility for the Travel business including: - 


@ Scheduling & planning work on a daily, weekly & monthly basis 

@ Managing costs, budgets & cash flow 

@ Developing a small but viable Automotive Services business 

© Capitalising on growth opportunities in a competitive Transport market 
@ Seeking continuous business improvement 

@ Managing & developing people 

@ Negotiating contracts with suppliers & Clients 


Success in this role is likely to require that you are well organised with a management 
track record of achievement against demanding goals & targets. You will have experience 
of managing people & working directly with Clients to deliver profitable business 
performance. 


- To Apply - 


Please send your CV with a covering letter by email to reach mike@beaumont- 
travel.com no later than Wednesday 29th June. It is anticipated that interviews will 
take place during the week of 4th July. 
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At 20 - Nick Brown is 
youngest driver this year 


Nick Brown, 20, with proud father and coach firm owner Dan 


NICK Brown, 20, has become 
the youngest person to pass 
their PCV test this year, 
according to the DVLA. 

The son of Dan Brown, who 
since 1974 has run the well-known 
London firm Dan’s Luxury Travel, 
was able to pass his test after just a 
week’s training because of 


experience he had already gained at 
the business. 

Nick Brown, who takes his place 
amongst the South Woodford 
company’s 64 drivers, has already 
driven services to his old school 
and is now looking forward to 
fulfilling his ambition of driving 
trips abroad. 


IMPACT of LONDON 


Positions Vacant: 
Sales Manager required 


To take control of our busy sales and booking office. 


The ideal candidate will: 

@ Have a proven record in this or a similar field 
@ Be of smart appearance 

@ Work on their own or as part of a team 

@ Office based 


Some Saturday mornings may be required. 


Coach Controller / scheduler. 


To join a team of dedicated controllers and be responsible for economic 
scheduling of drivers and vehicles. 


The ideal candidate will: 

@ Have a working knowledge of the EEC and WTD driver’s hours. 
@ Good geographical knowledge of London and UK 

@ Work occasional weekends 

@ On call rota 


Both positions are in the West London area. 


Send CV and anticipated salary to vacancies@impactgroup.co.uk 


For further information please call: 
0208 6013555 ask for Andy Palmer or Tony Hill. 


Long service awards 
for Wilts & Dorset 


The 27 recipients of Wilts & Dorset’s long service awards 


WILTS & Dorset celebrated a 
total of 900 years service by 27 
members of staff at a long service 
awards dinner held at the 
Marsham Court Hotel in 
Bournemouth. 

Wilts & Dorset Managing Director 
Alex Carter, was joined by Go-Ahead 
Chief Executive Chris Moyes. Go- 
Ahead has operated the company 
since August 2003. 

To qualify for a long service award, 
the recipients must have completed 
at least 25 years. The longest serving 
members of staff with 40 years 
service were drivers Pat Perry based 
at Porton, and Robert Clarke at 
Poole. 


Richardson becomes Ops Superintendent 


TOP Line Travel of York 
has appointed Tom 
Richardson as 
Operations 
Superintendent. 

Mr Richardson, 45, who 
joined the company five 
years ago as a driver, has 
been a supervisor since 
2002 and now leads a team 
of 16 full time and 30 part 
time staff. Managing 
Director Peter Dew said: 
“Tom is well respected by 
passengers and staff alike 
and his support has been 
invaluable. He thoroughly 
deserves this promotion.” 

He comes from 
Edinburgh, and, when 
working on City Tour 
buses, delights in telling 
Scottish visitors about an 
ancient by-law which 
allows residents of York to 
shoot a Scotsman on sight! 


Alex Carter thanked and 
congratulated the award winners for 
their dedication and hard work over 
the years that have contributed to the 
success of the company, that operates 
a timetable covering 35,500 miles 
each day with over 5,000 scheduled 
journeys on |52 services. 

“We and the people who depend 
on a reliable public transport network 
appreciate the professionalism and 
conscientious service that we cannot 
take for granted,” said Alex Carter. 

Since the Go-Ahead Group 
acquired Wilts & Dorset, expansion of 
the company has created jobs for an 
additional 90 drivers and 
administrative staff. 


Tom Richardson introduces driver Joanne 
Morris on her first day with the company 


nextweek 
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ON TOUR re-timed 


routeONE ON TOUR is the 
coach touring magazine 
everyone’s talking about. 

Produced specifically for 
coach tour operators, the 
next issue of ON TOUR has 
been rescheduled to next 
week. It will include features 
on two of the biggest coach 
touring destinations in the 
UK: the Isle of Wight and 
London. There’s also an 
interview with the man 
behind one of the biggest 
coaching attractions across 
the Channel. And, of course, 
the best news section 
available for this vital, but 
often misunderstood, sector 
of the UK coach industry. Find 
out about major new 
products from coach tour 
operators large and small. 
Keep up to date with the 
latest incoming and outbound 
visitor figures. And learn just 
how far an event with 
100,000 visitors a year is 
prepared to go to make sure 
coach operators keep bringing  ’ 
groups to it. 

routeONE ON TOUR, the 
magazine that takes coach 
tourism seriously, is 
distributed free of charge to 
all coach tour operators 
registered to receive 
routeONE. For more 
information call 07793 440282. 


AND MORE 


@ All the latest news and 
incisive comment 

@ You have your say on our 
Letters page 

@ Mike Jewell’s weekly legal 
report from Public Inquiries, 
Tribunals, Magistrates and 
Crown Courts 


Within our Trader 
Section: 


@ Trader Exchange and 
Trader Classified vehicle sales 


@ Market Place advertising 
for industry suppliers 

@ Who is buying what, and why 
@ Your update on what is 
happening in the market for 
products and services 


Don’t forget: 


@ Asa qualifying reader you 
get your copy of route free 
every Thursday. 

@ Extra copies are available for 
an annual subscription of £99. 

@ For further information 
about route phone 0870 241 
8745 or visit our website: 
Www.route-one.net 
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On the road to a safe and secure future. Mercedes-Benz Buses and Coaches. 


LOW FLOOR SPRINTER 


> Mercedes-Benz are proud to introduce 
their most versatile of performers — the Low 
Floor Sprinter. 
Available in both 4.6 and 6.2 tonne variants, 
the Sprinter exudes all the values that 
Mercedes-Benz and 


passengers operators 


have become accustomed to. The sleek 
exterior design creates an immediate positive 
impression and once onboard, the classic 
Mercedes-Benz balance of practicality, 
technology and refinement promises both 


passenger and driver the perfect ride. 


Access all Areas 


The Sprinter’s true, low floor technology with 
stepless entry, ensures all passengers can 
enjoy easy access at all times - an essential 
commodity on busy commercial routes. Both 
models offer flexible seating plans with up to 
25 seats available on the 6 tonne version. 

The driving force behind the Sprinter is it’s 
109bhp diesel engine - offering exceptional 
performance coupled with unparalleled 
economy and reliability. All this backed up by 
Mercedes-Benz unrivalled after sales support 


makes the Sprinter the perfect choice for even 


the most demanding of services. 

One way systems or winding roads - Low 
Floor Sprinter is the solution. 

Contact EvoBus on 02476 626000 and ask for 
Kate Dodds. 


Mercedes-Benz 


EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Cross Point Business Park, Coventry CV2 2TU 


www.evobus.co.uk 


